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Health  Offices, 

59,  Waterloo  Road, 

Wolverhampton . 

September,  1954. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  report  on  the  health  of 
Wolverhampton  during  1953. 

Although  the  death  rate,  10.2  per  1,000  population,  was  the 
lowest  ever  recorded  in  Wolverhampton,  and  births  exceeded 
deaths  by  893,  there  was  nevertheless  a  significant  decline  in  the 
population  estimated  to  be  1,000,  indicating  outward  migration 
by  nearly  2,000  people  due  largely  to  the  re-housing  of  Wolver¬ 
hampton  residents  outside  the  borough.  The  limited  building  of 
new  houses  resulting  from  the  lack  of  suitable  sites  coupled  with 
the  increased  rate  of  demolition  of  slum  property  caused  the 
number  of  houses  in  the  borough  to  increase  during  the  year  by 
only  173.  The  average  number  of  persons  occupying  each  house 
in  the  borough  dropped  to  3.53  ;  in  1951,  a  census  year,  it  was 
3.60  and  in  the  previous  census  year,  1931,  it  was  4.58. 

Cancer  of  the  lung,  the  commonest  site  of  fatal  growths,  caused 
more  deaths  than  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Over  four  per  cent  of 
deaths  were  due  to  suicide  and  accidents  ;  all  these  were  entirely 
preventable.  Venereal  diseases  are  declining  in  frequency  ;  new 
cases  of  syphilis  receiving  treatment  at  the  clinc  were  one  third  of 
the  pre-war  number  and  one  sixth  of  the  number  in  the  immediate 
post-war  period.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  and  the  tuberculosis  death  rate  had  been  lower  only  once 
before  ;  these  figures,  though  encouraging,  compare  unfavourably 
with  many  other  large  towns  and  further  efforts  are  needed  to 
reduce  them. 

Some  general  trends  in  the  working  of  the  National  Health 
Service  which  effect  local  health  authorities  are  becoming  clear. 
There  is  an  increasing  realisation  that  if  it  is  to  function  effectively 
the  Hospital,  General  Practitioner  and  Local  Authority  Services 
must  work  in  harmony.  A  closer  understanding  between  general 
practitioners  and  the  Health  Department  is  developing  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton  and  there  a  growing  awareness  of  the  help  that  can  be 
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obtained  from  the  local  health  authority’s  services.  Practitioners 
co-operate  wholeheartedly  with  the  ante-natal  clinics  in  providing 
comprehensive  care  for  most  expectant  mothers  ;  they  seek  increas¬ 
ingly  the  co-operation  of  health  visitors  ;  they  rely  on  child  welfare 
clinics  to  do  much  of  the  immunising  and  vaccinating  and  the  patch 
testing  for  tuberculosis  ;  they  appreciate  that  the  activities  of  the 
school  health  service  are  complementary  to  and  not  in  substitution 
for  their  own  ;  they  call  with  overwhelming  frequency  for  the 
services  of  home  nurses  and  home  helps  ;  they  look  to  the  mental 
welfare  officers  to  arrange  hospital  treatment  for  the  great  majority 
of  those  patients  who  require  it  ;  they  recommend  to  the  health 
authority  increasing  numbers  of  patients  for  admission  to  con¬ 
valescent  homes  ;  they  bring  to  notice  large  numbers  of  patients 
with  illnesses  aggravated  by  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions. 

As  a  result  of  the  limit  put  to  the  growing  expenditure  on 
hospital  and  specialist  services,  the  increasing  demand  for  hospital 
beds  is  being  met  by  various  means  ;  shortening  the  duration  of 
stay  in  hospital  and  the  provision  of  specialist  treatment  at  home 
save  hospital  beds  but  place  additional  work  on  the  home  nursing 
service  ;  the  careful  selection  of  maternity  cases  for  admission  to 
hospital  on  social  grounds  reduces  the  work  of  the  maternity  wards 
while  adding  to  the  work  of  the  local  health  authority  midwives, 
who  both  screen  the  cases  and  subsequently  nurse  those  excluded 
from  hospital  ;  investigation  by  health  visitors  of  the  needs  of  the 
chronic  sick  results  in  some  of  the  patients  remaining  at  home  with 
the  assistance  of  home  nurses  and  home  helps,  thus  relieving 
pressure  on  hospital  beds  but  adding  to  the  duties  of  the  local 
authority  services  ;  provision  of  domiciliary  nursing  care  for 
premature  infants  reduces  the  demand  for  their  admission  to 
hospital  while  calling  for  a  special  service  from  the  local  health 
authority  ;  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  more  widespread 
inoculation  against  whooping  cough  and  vaccination  against  tuber¬ 
culosis  with  the  newly  sanctioned  B.C.G.  release  hospital  beds  and 
nursing  staff  for  other  duties,  as  the  result  of  procedures  carried  out 
in  some  cases  by  the  staffs  of  local  health  authorities  and  in  others 
by  general  practitioners  ;  the  increasing  use  of  occupation  centres 
relieves  pressure  on  mental  deficiency  institutions  while  adding  to 
the  work  of  local  health  authorities  ;  the  early  discharge  of  patients 
suffering  from  mental  illness  enables  mental  hospitals  to  cope  with 
the  great  demands  made  upon  them,  while  adding  to  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  general  practitioners  and  the  local  health  authority  mental 
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health  workers.  All  these  are  duties  which  a  local  health  authority 
should  undertake  willingly,  for  they  add  to  the  happiness  and  well¬ 
being  of  the  patient  and  at  the  same  time  save  the  country  many 
millions  of  pounds. 

In  recent  years  recruitment  of  staff  in  local  government  has 
been  difficult  and  the  health  department  has  suffered  severely. 
Until  recently,  health  visitors  constituted  the  chief  problem  but 
this  is  now  being  solved  in  Wolverhampton  by  subsidising  the 
training  of  suitable  candidates.  At  present  there  is  a  shortage  of 
sanitary  inspectors  in  the  country  and  this  is  being  felt  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton.  Important  contributory  factors  in  this  national  shortage 
have  been  changes  both  in  the  required  standard  of  preliminary 
education  and  in  the  subsequent  training  of  sanitary  inspectors.  A 
Working  Party  appointed  in  1951  reported  a  year  ago  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  on  the  recruitment,  training  and  qualification  of 
sanitary  inspectors.  Faced  with  the  need  to  stimulate  the  flow  of 
new  entrants  and  the  need  to  reduce  the  high  percentage  of  failures 
in  the  qualifying  examination,  the  Working  Party  recommended 
a  still  higher  standard  of  preliminary  education  and  a  much  more 
difficult  qualifying  examination.  The  one  would  further  reduce 
the  intake  of  new  entrants  and  the  other  would  further  reduce  the 
output  of  qualified  inspectors.  These  strange  recommendations 
have  been  receiving  prolonged  consideration  by  the  Minister  of 
Health.  The  resumption  of  slum  clearance  on  something  resembling 
the  pre-war  scale  makes  an  adequate  supply  of  sanitary  inspectors 
very  desirable,  and  this  supply  will  be  much  hindered  if  unwise 
counsels  prevail. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  record  the  death  of  Dr.  Archibald 
Ogg,  Senior  Chest  Physician,  who  had  been  a  part  time  member 
of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  since  1948. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  the 
staff  of  the  Health  Department,  and  on  their  behalf  I  wish  to  thank 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
continued  interest,  encouragement  and  support. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  F.  GALLOWAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


A.  Summary  of  Statistics. 

1.  Comparison  of  Statistics. 


1923. 

1933. 

1943. 

1952. 

1953. 

Population  106,700 

140,060 

147,230 

162,300 

161,300 

Area  in  acres 

3,525 

9»ii3 

9,H3 

9,126 

9,126) 

Inhabited  houses 

22,950 

34.641 

4°,°77 

45,557 

45,730 

(estimated) 

Birth  Rate 

21.4 

14.7 

20.2 

16. 1 

157 

Death  Rate 

11.7 

11. 2 

n-5 

10.6 

10.3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

(per  1,000  live  births) 

76 

79 

5i 

32 

32 

Still  Birth  Rate 

(per  1,000  total  births) 

40.0 

28.4 

22 .7 

28.7 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

(per  1,000  total  births' 

)  6.1 

1.9 

0.98 

o-37 

0.77 

Cancer  Death  Rate 

1.28 

1.42 

I-5I 

1. 91 

i-54 

1 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 

:  O.92 

0.83 

0.56 

0.25 

l 

0.30 

Pulmonary  only 

0-73 

0.74 

0.49 

0.22 

0.28 

Rateable  Value  £511,641 

£782,373 

£974.8i4  £1.092,053  £1 

,101,361 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£i.927 

£3,060 

£3,910 

£4,436 

£4,477 

II 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  1953. 


Area  of  Borough 
Population  (Registrar-General’s 
mid-year  estimate) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
(31st  March,  1953) 

Rateable  value  (31st  March,  1953) 


-9,126  acres. 

161,300. 

45,730. 

£1,101,361. 


Sum  represented  by 

a  penny  rate 

£4,477. 

Live  Births.  Male.  Female. 

Total. 

Rate. 

Legitimate  1,281 

1,144 

2,425 

Illegitimate 

56 

58 

114 

Total  1,337 

1,202 

2,539 

15.7 

per  1,000  population. 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

30 

38 

68 

Illegitimate 

5 

2 

7 

Total 

35 

40 

75 

0.46 

per  1,000  population. 

28.7 

per  1,000  total  births. 

Deaths 

899 

747 

1,646 

10.2 

per  1,000  population. 

Natural  Increase 
Infantile  Mortality. 

893 

Legitimate 

44 

33 

77 

31.8 

per  1,000  live 
legitimate  births. 

Illegitimate 

1 

3 

4 

35.1 

per  1,000  live 
illegitimate  births. 

Total 

45 

36 

81 

31.9 

per  1,000  live  births. 

Maternal  Mortality, 

Ectopic  pregnancy 

1 

Abortion  without 

sepsis 

1 

Total 

2 

0.77 

per  1,000  total  births, 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary 

36 

9 

45 

0.28  per  1,000  population. 

Non-pulmonary 

4 

— 

4 

0.02  per  1,000  population. 

All  forms 

40 

9 

49 

0.30  per  1,000  population. 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

Influenza 

Meningococcal 

14 

14 

28 

infections 

1 

— 

1 

Infantile  diarrhoea  4 

2 

6 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

Infective  hepatitis 
Staphylococcal 

;  1 

- 

1 

septicaemia 

1 

— 

1 

Streptococcaemia 

— 

1 

1 

Measles 

Deaths  from 

1 

2 

3 

Cancer 

130 

119 

249 

1.54  per  1,000  population. 

Area  Comparability 

Factors. 

Births 

Deaths 


0.97 

1.12 
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TABLE  I. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953  (R.G.). 


Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  Residents 
within  the  Borough. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All 

ages. 

Under 
1  year. 

1  and 
under 
5  yrs. 

5  and 
under 
15  yrs. 

15  and 
under 
25  yrs. 

25  and 
under 
45  yrs. 

45  and 
under 
65  yrs. 

65  and 
under 
75  yrs. 

75  yrs. 

and 

over. 

All  causes 

1646 

81 

6 

8 

19 

84 

433 

424 

59J 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

45 

3 

12 

25 

5 

Tuberculosis,  other 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

___ 

Syphilitic  Disease 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

___ 

Other  Infective  and 
Parasitic  Diseases 

3 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11 

10 

10 

Cancer  of  Lung, 
Bronchus 

46 

_ 

4 

21 

16 

5 

Cancer  of  Breast 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

16 

4 

6 

Cancer  of  Uterus 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

3 

1 

Other  Malignant  and 
Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

130 

— 

— 

___ 

1 

6 

46 

36 

41 

Leukaemia  &  Aleukaemia 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

16 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

1 

7 

4 

4 

Vascular  Lesions  of 
Nervous  System 

220 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

4 

57 

71 

88 

Coronary  Disease  & 
Angina 

155 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

53 

48 

49 

Hypertension  with 

Heart  Disease 

30 

- 

_ ___ 

. 

_ 

____ 

10 

7 

13 

Other  Heart  Disease 

268 

— 

— 

1 

— 

14 

38 

70 

137 

Other  Circulatory 

Disease 

47 

— 

_____ 

_ 

. 

1 

11 

14 

21 

Influenza 

28 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

10 

3 

13 

Pneumonia 

80 

11 

— 

1 

— 

3 

17 

27 

21 

Bronchitis 

108 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

33 

43 

27 

Other  Respiratory 
Diseases 

10 

- 

1 

3 

2 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach, 
Duodenum 

19 

_ 

_ 

_____ 

1 

8 

7 

3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 
Diarrhoea 

16 

5 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

7 

Nephritis,  Nephrosis 

26 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

12 

5 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 
Abortion 

2 

■  -  -  - 

____ 

. 

_ 

2 

-  - 

______ 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

15 

9 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Other  Defined  & 
Uldefined  Diseases 

232 

48 

3 

4 

5 

7 

26 

29 

110 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

16 

— 

— * 

— 

2 

3 

5 

5 

1 

All  Other  Accidents 

37 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

8 

20 

Suicide 

14 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

6 

2 

1 

Homicide  &  Operations 
of  War 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*3 

B.  General  Statistics. 

1.  Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  the 
30th  June,  1953  was  161,300,  a  decline  of  1,000  in  a  year. 

2.  Inhabited  Houses. 

At  the  31st  March,  1953  there  were  45,730  inhabited  houses, 
an  increase  of  173  in  a  year.  The  type  of  premises,  their  numbers 
and  the  increase  or  decrease,  if  any,  in  a  year  were  : — 


Domestic  ...  . 

House  shops 
Off-licences  ... 

Unlicensed  hotels  and  boarding  houses 
Licensed  premises 


43,677  (+  188) 
1,696  (-  15) 
52 
7 

298 


Although  289  additional  houses  were  built  during  the  year, 
101  were  taken  out  of  assessment  because  of  demolition  or  other 
reasons,  leaving  a  net  increase  of  only  188  houses. 

3.  Live  Births. 

Live  births  consisted  of  1,337  males  and  1,202  females,  a  total 
of  2,539  (which  is  82  less  than  in  1952),  giving  a  birth  rate  of  15.7 
per  thousand  population  ;  when  the  area  comparability  factor  of 
0.97  is  applied,  this  rate  is  reduced  to  15.2  per  thousand.  The 
birth  rate  for  the  160  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  (includ¬ 
ing  London)  was  17.0  and  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  it 
was  15.5. 

Of  these  2,539  births,  114  or  4.5%  were  illegitimate.  Last 
year  the  proportion  was  4.3%. 

4.  Still  Births. 

These  numbered  75  (of  which  7  were  illegitimate).  These  75 
represented  rates  of  0.46  per  thousand  population  and  28.7  per 
thousand  total  births  (live  and  still) .  The  still  birth  rate  for  the 
160  Great  Towns  was  0.43  per  thousand  population  and  24.8  per 
thousand  total  births  ;  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  it  was 
0.35  per  thousand  population  and  22.4  per  thousand  total  births. 

5.  Marriages. 

The  number  of  marriages  registered  in  Wolverhampton  during 
the  year  was  1,420. 

6.  Deaths. 

« 

The  number  of  deaths  comprising  899  males  and  747  females 
was  1,646  (a  decrease  of  69  when  compared  with  the  previous 
year)  giving  a  death  rate  of  to. 2  per  thousand  population  ;  when 


the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.12  is  applied  this  rate  is  increased 
to  1 1. 4  per  thousand.  The  death  rate  for  the  160  Great  Towns  was 
12.2,  and  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  it  was  11.4. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : — 


(a)  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation 
Heart  disease  ...  ...  260 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system  ....  ...  220 

Coronary  disease,  angina  155 

Hypertension  with  heart 

disease  ...  ...  30 

Other  circulatory  disease  47 


71$  (43.2%  of  all  deaths). 

(b)  Cancer  249  (15.1%  of  all  deaths) . 

(c)  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Tract 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  80 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  108 

Other  respiratory  diseases  10 


198  (12.0%  of  all  deaths). 

(d)  Suicide  and  Violence 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  14 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  16 

All  other  accidents  ...  37 


(e)  Tuberculosis,  all  forms 


67  (  4.1%  of  all  deaths) . 
49  (  3.0%  of  all  deaths) . 


7.  Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  4  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  (or  35.1  deaths  per  thousand  illegitimate  births)  and  77  deaths 
of  legitimate  infants  (or  31.8  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births). 
The  total  of  81  infant  deaths  represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of 
31.9  per  thousand  live  births,  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton.  The  rate  for  the  160  Great  Towns  was  30.8  per  thousand 
live  births. 


Of  the  81  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  51  (i.e.  63%)  occurred 
within  the  first  month  of  life  ;  the  neo-natal  mortality  rate,  i.e. 
the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  per  thousand 
live  births  was  20.1. 


8.  Maternal  Mortality. 

Two  maternal  deaths  (one  due  to  a  ruptured  ectopic  pregnancy 
and  the  other  to  air  embolism  resulting  from  interference  with  a 
pregnancy)  in  2,614  live  and  still  births  gave  a  maternal  mortality 
rate  of  0.77  per  thousand  total  (live  and  still)  births.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  0.76. 
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9.  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  49  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  representing  a  tuber¬ 
culosis  death  rate  of  0.30  per  thousand  population  which,  with  the 
exception  of  that  for  the  previous  year,  is  the  lowest  recorded  in 
Wolverhampton.  The  rate  for  the  160  Great  Towns  was  0.24,  and 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  it  was  0.20. 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  45  of  these  deaths, 
or  10  more  than  the  previous  year  ;  36  of  the  deaths  were  of 

males,  and  of  these,  81%  occurred  over  the  age  of  45  years  ;  9  of 
the  deaths  were  of  females,  and  of  these,  only  one  occurred  over 
the  age  of  45  years. 

Deaths  due  to  non  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  4,  or  2  less 
than  the  previous  year  ;  they  were  all  males. 

10.  Deaths  from  Infectious  and  Notifiable  Diseases. 

There  were  80  dc  \ths  from  pneumonia  (representing  0.50  pe* 
thousand  population)  but,  as  in  previous  years,  only  a  small  pro¬ 
portion  of  these  deaths  occurred  amongst  the  I83  cases  of  acute 
pneumonia  which  were  notified  ;  presumably  the  majority  of 
patients  dying  from  pneumonia  suffered  from  the  disease  as  a 
terminal  complication. 

There  were  28  deaths  from  influenza  (0.17  per  thousand),  5 
from  syphilitic  disease  (0.03  per  thousand) ,  3  from  measles  (0.02 
per  thousand),  2  from  septicaemia,  1  from  meningococcal  meningitis 
and  1  from  infective  hepatitis. 

There  were  .  16  deaths  (0.10  per  thousand  population)  from 
gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea,  of  which  5  (1.97  per  thousand 
live  births)  were  under  2  years  of  age. 

11.  Deaths  from  Cancer. 

There  were  249  deaths  from  cancer,  giving  a  death  rate  of 
1.54  per  thousand  population.  Of  these  deaths,  130  occurred  in 
males  and  the  most  frequent  sites  of  the  disease  were  lungs  and 
bronchi  (42  cases),  stomach  (17),  large  intestine  (16),  prostate 
(8),  rectum  (7),  the  brain  (7),  bladder  (5)  and  larynx  (4). 
Among  the  119  deaths  which  occurred  in  females  the  most  frequent 
sites  of  the  disease  were  breast  (29  cases),  large  intestine  (16), 
stomach  (15),  rectum  (10),  uterus  (9),  ovary  (8),  bladder  (5) 
and  lungs  and  bronchi  (4) . 

12.  Sickness  Claims. 

New  claims  for  sickness  benefit  (excluding  industrial  disease 
or  industrial  injury  claims)  submitted  to  the  Wolverhampton  office 
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of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  during  1953  numbered  28,311 
with  a  weekly  average  of  544  ;  the  most  claims  in  any  one  week 
were  1,013  late  in  February.  The  figures  were  higher  than  those 
for  1952  when  the  weekly  average  was  519. 

C.  Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 

1.  Situation. 

Wolverhampton  stands  astride  a  ridge  which  is  the  watershed 
between  the  Severn  and  the  Trent  ;  to  the  east  the  land  slopes 
down  to  and  merges  with  the  industrial  area  of  the  Black  Country, 
and  to  the  west  it  spreads  out  to  the  Shropshire  plain.  The  highest 
points  in  the  borough,  about  600  feet  above  sea  level,  are  in 
Bushbury  to  the  north  and  Upper  Penn  to  the  south  ;  the  lowest 
points,  less  than  350  feet  above  sea  level,  are  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  airport  and  racecourse. 

2.  Meteorology. 

Rainfall  at  the  West  Park  amounted  to  24.14  inches,  which 
is  approximately  4  inches  below  the  average  annual  rainfall  cal¬ 
culated  over  the  past  fifty  years. 

During  the  year,  rain  fell  on  169  days.  June  had  the  greatest 
rainfall  with  2.97  inches  ;  July  and  April  were  the  next  wettest 
months  with  2.84  and  2.75  inches  respectively  ;  the  highest  figure 
recorded  for  one  day  was  1.33  inches  on  the  18th  May.  January, 
March  and  December  were  relatively  dry  with  totals  of  1.01,  1.09 
and  1. 18  inches.  Slight  snow  fell  during  January,  and  a  moderate 
amount  in  February,  but  the  only  quantity  recorded  during  the 
year  was  .19  inches  on  the  13th  February. 

The  hottest  day  was  the  12th  August  with  a  shade  temperature 
of  86.2°  whilst  the  lowest  recorded  temperature  was  24.2 0  on 
the  4th  January. 

3.  Water  Supply. 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking,  which 
supplies  a  population  of  approximately  254,250  in  Wolverhampton 
and  some  surrounding  districts,  obtains  its  water  from  several 
sources.  These,  and  the  daily  average  million  gallons  taken  from 
them  in  1953-54  are  : — 
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Cosford  Works — river  ...  ...  ...  1.98 

Cosford  Works — well  ...  ...  ...  2.09 

Tettenhall  Works  ...  ...  ...  1.14 

Dimrningsdale  Works  ...  ...  ...  1.94 

Hilton  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.93 

Goldthorn  Hill  Works  ...  ...  ...  — 

Purchased  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.24 


10.32 

The  total  hardness,  in  parts  per  million,  varies  from  210  in 
the  Cosford  well  water  to  300  in  the  water  from  one  of  the  Tetten¬ 
hall  Works  boreholes.  Fluorine  is  present  in  small  amounts  in  the 
Cosford  water  ;  it  is  absent  from  the  others. 

Of  802  samples  of  water  subjected  to  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion,  787  or  98.1  per  cent,  contained  no  coliform  organisms  per 
100  ml. 

4.  Occupations. 

The  principal  occupations  arranged  according  to  the  numbers 
employed  are  general  metals  (including  manufacture  and  secon¬ 
dary  processes  and  products),  mechanical  engineering  (especially 
vehicles),  commerce  (mainly  distributive),  transport  and  com¬ 
munications  (mainly  rail  and  omnibus),  electrical  engineering, 
building,  rubber  (tyres),  textiles  (rayon),  professional  services 
(mainly  educational),  public  administration  (national  and  local 
government)  and  personal  services  (mostly  private  domestic 
service,  hotels  and  restaurants) . 

5.  Unemployment. 

In  the  early  part  of  1953  the  number  of  unemployed  increased 
due  to  a  general  falling  off  of  trade  consequent  upon  the  refusal  of 
import  licences  by  a  number  of  countries.  Edge  tool  making  is 
carried  on  rather  extensively  in  the  town,  and  this  industry 
experienced  a  considerable  amount  of  under-employment. 

By  August  there  were  signs  of  relaxation  in  the  issue  of  export 
licences,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  export  market  had 
improved.  The  average  over  the  whole  year  was  1%  unemployed 
of  the  total  employees  in  Wolverhampton,  which  compared  favour¬ 
ably  with  1.5%  f°r  Great  Britain. 
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SECTION  II. 

HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA. 

A.  Hospital,  Specialist  and  Allied  Services. 

1.  Hospitals. 

The  Wolverhampton  Hospital  Management  Committee  is 
responsible  for  institutions  and  clinics  in  an  area  extending  from 
Wolverhampton  to  Bridgnorth,  Much  Wenlock,  Broseley  and 
Shifnal  with  a  population  estimated  to  be  355,000.  The  institutions 
contain  2,189  beds,  and  of  these,  1,870  are  in  Wolverhampton, 
including  586  beds  in  “  The  Poplars  ”  adjacent  to  New  Cross 
Hospital  where  the  Management  Committee  provides  serviced 
accommodation  for  the  use  of  aged,  non-sick  people. 

The  following  1,284  hospital  beds  are  in  Wolverhampton  : — 


Royal  Hospital 

310 

beds. 

Children’s  Hospital,  Penn 

30 

beds. 

Women’s  Hospital  and  Bath  Road 

Annexe 

77 

beds. 

Queen  Victoria  Nursing  Institution 

43 

beds. 

Women’s  Convalescent  Hospital,  Penn 

14 

beds. 

Eye  Infirmary 

95 

beds. 

Isolation  Hospital 

63 

beds. 

Beeches  Maternity  Home 

16 

beds. 

New  Cross  Hospital  ... 

636 

beds. 

In  addition  to  providing  hospital  facilities  for  Wolverhampton, 
the  Management  Committee  supplies  almost  all  the  hospital  require¬ 
ments  of  the  borough  of  Bilston  and  the  urban  districts  of  Tetten- 
hall,  Wednesfield  and  Willenhall.  It  is  also  the  main  provider 
of  hospital  accommodation  for  the  urban  district  of  Coseley  and 
the  rural  district  of  Seisdon. 

2.  Sanatoria. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  contains  36  beds  for  tuberculous 
patients.  There  is  no  hospital  accommodation  in  the  area  built 
specially  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  and  pulmonary  cases 
usually  receive  sanatorium  treatment  at  Prestwood,  Kinver  or 
Groundslow  ;  cases  requiring  orthopaedic  treatment  usually  obtain 
it  at  Oswestry. 


T9 


3.  Chest  Clinic. 

The  Bell  Street  Clinic  provides  facilities  for  Wolverhampton 
and  district.  During  the  year  9,555  attendances  were  made. 

4.  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

This  is  situated  at  the  Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton  and 
serves  both  Wolverhampton  and  the  surrounding  district. 

5.  Nursing  Homes. 

Two  private  maternity  homes  contain  30  beds  and  two  private 
nursing  homes  contain  10  beds. 

6.  Bacteriology. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Stafford,  and  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the 
Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton.  The  need  to  send  specimens  to 
Stafford  causes  considerable  inconvenience,  and  the  establishment 
of  a  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Wolverhampton  would  meet  an 
obvious  need. 

B.  Local  Executive  Council  Services. 

1.  General  Medical  Service. 

At  the  end  of  March,  1954,  there  were  157,490  people  living 
in  Wolverhampton  on  doctors'  lists,  representing  97.6  per  cent  of 
the  population.  Their  medical  care  was  undertaken  by  in  principal 
and  6  assistant  medical  practitioners,  59  of  whom  live  within  and 
practise  from  58  surgeries  within  the  borough. 

The  cost  of  this  service  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1954, 
was  £189,431,  equivalent  to  23/5  a  head  of  the  population 
numbering  161,300  living  in  Wolverhampton. 

2.  Pharmaceutical  Service. 

At  the  end  of  March  1954,  there  were  under  contract  and  in 
the  borough  of  Wolverhampton  46  pharmacies  and  6  surgical 
appliance  suppliers.  The  Executive  Council  tests  the  dispensing 
of  all  these  contractors  over  a  period  of  two  years,  and  in  the  year 
under  review  22  drug  tests  and  8  appliance  tests  were  made. 

The  cost  of  this  service  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1954  was  £136,189  and  to  the  patients  £25,501 
being  equivalent  to  16/ 11  and  3/2  a  head  per  annum  respectively. 
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3.  Dental  Service. 

At  the  end  of  March,  1954,  there  were  36  principal  and  2 
assistant  dental  practitioners  on  the  Executive  Council's  list.  The 
cost  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1954 
was  £96,639  and  to  the  patients  £33,643,  being  equivalent  to  12/- 
and  4/2  a  head  per  annum  respectively. 

4.  Ophthalmic  Service. 

The  service  enables  the  patient  to  have  his  sight  tested  by 
either  an  ophthalmic  medical  practitioner  or  an  ophthalmic  optician 
and  then,  if  glasses  are  necessary,  to  have  them  provided  either 
by  an  ophthalmic  optician  or  a  dispensing  optician.  There  were 
at  the  end  of  March  1954,  under  contract  with  the  Executive 
Council  9  principal  ophthalmic  medical  practitioners,  17  ophthalmic 
opticians  and  8  dispensing  opticians.  Dr.  Jevons,  School  Medical 
Officer,  is  one  of  the  ophthalmic  medical  practitioners  and  prescribes 
spectacles  for  school  children  who  require  them. 

The  cost  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  year  ending  March 
31st,  1954,  was  £34,421,  and  to  the  patients  £25,132,  being 
equivalent  to  4/3  and  3/1  a  head  per  annum  respectively. 

5.  General. 

The  cost  of  administration  for  the  year  ending  31st  March 
1954,  was  £7,652  equivalent  to  nd.  a  head  of  the  population.  The 
total  cost  of  the  services  therefore  was  £464,334,  equivalent  to 
£2  16s.  7d.  a  head  of  the  population.  In  addition,  the  direct  con¬ 
tribution  made  by  the  patients  was  £84,276  equivalent  to  10  5  a 
head  of  the  population. 

C.  Local  Authority  Health  Services. 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Children. 

(a)  Births  and  Still  Births. 

There  were  2,510  infants  born  alive  during  the  year  to  parents 
normally  resident  in  Wolverhampton  ;  of  these  infants,  1,328  were 
born  at  home  and  1,182  in  institutions.  The  still  births  numbered 
75  and  of  these  30  were  born  at  home  and  45  in  institutions. 

The  percentages  of  these  births  which  took  place  at  home  in 
1:950,  1951,  1952  and  1953  were  54,  52,  51  and  53  respectively. 

(b)  Ante-natal  Facilities. 

There  are  10  ante-natal  clinics  conducted  by  medical  officers 
with  the  assistance  of  midwives  ;  at  9  clinics  the  medical  officers 
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are  full-time  members  of  the  Health  Department  and  at  the  tenth 
she  is  a  general  practitioner.  There  is  no  specialist  ante-natal 
clinic,  but  cases  requiring  a  second  opinion  are  referred  to  the 
consultant  clinics  at  New  Cross  Hospital  or  the  Women’s  Hospital. 
Blood  examinations  for  the  rhesus  factor  and  the  Wassermann  test 
are  carried  out  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  on  all  expectant  mothers. 
Instruction  in  mothercraft  is  given  at  the  infant  welfare  clinics 
and  to  a  lesser,  extent  at  the  ante-natal  clinics. 

Unmarried  mothers  are  interviewed  by  the  superintendent 
health  visitor  and  given  any  help  which  may  be  required,  including 
if  necessary,  admission  ante-natally  to  a  mother  and  baby  home. 
Arrangements  are  made  with  the  medical  officers  of  the  Health 
Department  for  blood  tests  to  be  done,  and  the  ante-natal  care 
of  the  patient  is  undertaken  either  by  the  clinic  or  by  her  own 
doctor. 

Maternity  outfits  are  issued  to  patients,  at  one  central  clinic, 
on  the  presentation  of  a  note  from  either  the  general  practitioner 
or  the  domiciliary  midwife.  In  addition,  each  midwife  retains 
two  maternity  outfits  in  her  home  for  use  in  an  emergency,  and 
these  are  renewed  as  they  are  used.  As  1,451  outfits  were  issued 
in  1953,  all  patients  confined  at  home  appear  to  have  received 
them. 

Midwives  do  not  assist  general  practitioners  in  examining 
patients  on  their  own  premises,  nor  is  such  an  arrangement  neces¬ 
sary  in  view  of  the  agreed  scheme  of  ante -natal  care  (fully  described 
in  last  year’s  report)  operating  in  Wolverhampton  following  discus¬ 
sions  between  the  Health  Department  and  representatives  of  the 
general  practitioners. 

Ante-natal  clinics,  at  which  midwives  are  present,  were  attended 
by  2,743  women,  of  whom  2,019  were  new  cases,  and  an  average 
of  3.3  visits  was  made  by  each  patient.  The  number  of  new  cases 
was  higher  than  ever  before. 

(c)  Post-natal  Care. 

A  weekly  post-natal  clinic,  conducted  by  a  hospital  specialist 
is  provided  by  the  Health  Department  at  Lowe  Street  welfare 
centre  ;  in  addition,  post-natal  examinations  are  carried  out  by 
general  practitioners  and  at  the  hospital  post-natal  clinics.  Only 
a  small  proportion  of  mothers  confined  at  home  subsequently  attend 
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the  Lowe  Street  clinic,  for  the  new  cases  attending  in  1951,  1952 
and  1953  were  81,  65  and  54  respectively,  and  the  corresponding 
numbers  of  attendances  were  195,  183  and  133. 

(d)  Family  Planning  Clinic. 

Married  women  referred  by  medical  practitioners  are  admitted 
to  the  clinic  held  weekly  at  Lowe  Street  welfare  centre  where  they 
are  advised  on  methods  of  birth  control.  In  the  years  1951,  1952 
and  1953  women  attending  for  the  first  time  numbered  126,  152 
and  89  respectively,  and  the  corresponding  numbers  of  attendances 
were  687,  658  and  652. 

(e)  Child  Welfare. 

Each  week  13  sessions  are  held  for  infants  and  toddlers  ; 
immunisation  against  diphtheria,  vaccination  against  smallpox 
and  tuberculin  patch  tests  are  carried  out  at  these  clinics.  Approxi¬ 
mately  61  per  cent  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  in  the  town 
attended  them. 

Minor  ailments  of  children  under  school  age  are  treated  by 
arrangements  at  the  minor  ailment  clinics  of  the  School  Health 
Service  and  in  addition,  special  pasdiatric,  orthopaedic  and  ultra¬ 
violet  light  clinics  are  held  jointly  with  that  service. 

dhe  paediatric  clinic,  to  which  children  in  need  of  specialist 
advice  may  be  referred  from  the  infant  welfare  centres,  is  held 
fortnightly. 

The  orthopaedic  clinic,  to  which  children  with  minor  deformi¬ 
ties  are  sent  from  the  welfare  centres,  is  held  weekly.  After 
examination  by  the  orthopaedic  surgeon,  the  prescribed  treatment 
is  carried  out  by  a  full-time  physiotherapist  who  attends  the  clinic 
daily.  During  the  year  857  attendances  were  made  by  259  children 
of  whom  182  were  attending  for  the  first  time. 

The  ultra-violet  light  clinic  is  held  twice  weekly,  and  children 
suffering  from  debility  and  other  conditions  likely  to  benefit  are 
referred  to  it  from  the  welfare  centres.  During  the  year  147  cases 
made  679  attendances. 

Details  of  the  ante-natal,  post-natal,  family  planning  and  child 
welfare  clinics  are  given  in  the  accompanying  table. 
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(f)  Infant  Deaths. 

There  were  87  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  ; 
of  these,  81  failed  to  survive  the  first  year,  and  of  these,  51  failed 
to  survive  the  first  month.  The  causes  of  death  are  given  below  : — 


Cause  of  Death.  - 

Weeks. 

Months. 

Years 

0—4 

1—12 

1—4 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

— 

1 

■ — 

Measles 

— 

2 

1 

Influenza 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

5 

6 

— « 

Bronchitis 

— 

2 

• — 

Gastro-enteritis 

— 

5 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

5 

4 

1 

Intracranial  &  spinal  injury  at  birth, 
without  immaturity 

7 

— 

. 

Intracranial  &  spinal  injury  at  birth, 
with  immaturity 

2 

— 

_ 

Post-natal  asphyxia  &  atelectasis, 
without  immaturity 

5 

. 

_ 

Post-natal  asphyxia  &  atelectasis, 
with  immaturity 

8 

— 

_ 

Haemorrhagic  disease  of  newborn, 

without  immaturity 

✓ 

2 

_ 

T 

Inanition  Marasmus 

— 

1 

— 

Prematurity 

16 

— 

— 

Mongolism 

— 

1 

— 

Status  lymphaticus 

— 

1 

— 

Fibrocystic  disease  of  pancreas 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  pyelonephritis 

'  — 

1 

— 

Pneumococcal  meningitis 

— 

1 

— 

Hyperpyrexia 

— 

1 

— 

Rheumatic  carditis 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  appendicitis  with  peritonitis 

— 

— 

1 

Strangulated  inguinal  hernia  ... 

— 

1 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

1 

Accidental  suffocation 

— 

3 

— 
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(g)  Premature  Infants. 

The  premature  baby  nurse  visits  all  premature  infants,  the 
frequency  of  her  visits  depending  on  their  weight  and  condition  ; 
special  cots  and  equipment  are  lent  from  the  Health  Department 
by  the  premature  baby  nurse. 

All  infants  weighing  5 Jibs,  or  less  born  at  home  or  in  nursing 
homes  are  notified  to  the  premature  baby  nurse  on  the  day  of 
birth.  General  practitioners  usually  arrange  for  babies  weighing 
less  than  qlbs.  to  be  admitted  to  a  premature  baby  unit  either 
at  Hallam  Hospital,  West  Bromwich  or  Sorrento  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  and  special  equipment  is  kept  at  the  Ambulance 
Depot  for  use  in  transporting  them. 

Premature  babies  born  at  New  Cross  or  the  Women’s  Hospital 
are  seen  in  hospital  by  the  premature  baby  nurse  who  subsequently 
visits  them  at  home  after  discharge.  The  follow-up  clinic  for 
premature  babies  held  at  the  Women’s  Hospital  is  attended  by 
the  premature  baby  nurse. 

During  the  year,  177  babies  were  born  weighing  5jlbs.  or  less 
to  mothers  normally  resident  in  Wolverhampton.  Of  these,  76 
were  born  at  home,  13  in  private  nursing  homes  and  88  in  National 
Health  Service  hospitals  ;  22  of  the  babies  born  at  home  were 
transferred  subsequently  to  hospital,  and  the  remaining  54  were 
nursed  entirely  at  home. 

The  birth  weights  (Column  I)  of  all  premature  babies  bom 
alive  at  home  (Column  II),  the  number  of  these  nursed  entirely 
at  home  (Column  III),  and  the  number  surviving  28  days  (Column 
IV)  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


I. 

11. 

III. 

IV 

3  lbs.  4  ozs.  or  less 

10 

6 

- — 

3  lbs.  4  ozs. — 4  lbs.  6  ozs. 

9 

3 

3 

4  lbs.  6  ozs. — 4  lbs.  15  ozs. 

16 

12 

11 

4  lbs.  15  ozs. — 5  lbs.  8  ozs. 

41 

33 

32 

76 

54 

46 

Of  the  54  babies  nursed  entirely  at  home,  46  survived  the 
first  28  days  ;  of  the  13  born  in  private  nursing  homes  (of  whom 
3  were  transferred  to  hospital  for  special  care)  11  survived  the 
first  28  days. 
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The  premature  baby  nurse  paid  1,357  visits  to  babies  bom 
at  home  and  to  babies  discharged  from  hospitals  or  nursing  homes. 
In  addition  she  paid  visits  to  weakly  infants  requiring  special  care. 

One  case  of  retrolental  fibroplasia  was  notified.  The  infant 
with  a  birth  weight  of  3lbs.  was  delivered  at  home  but  transferred 
immediately  to  hospital.  The  infant  is  still  under  observation. 

(h)  Illegitimate  Children. 

There  were  114  illegitimate  children  born  alive  during  the 
year  ;  there  were  also  6  illegitimate  still  births.  This  total  of  121 
live  and  still  births  represents  4.6%  of  all  live  and  still  births.  The 
local  health  authority  makes  grants  to  the  Legge  Home  and  the 
Hay  Home  of  £246  and  £50  respectively.  When  required,  patients 
are  admitted  to  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  or  Roman  Catholic  or 
Salvation  Army  Homes  ;  necessary  financial  assistance  is  given  to 
meet  the  charges. 

During  the  year,  the  help  of  the  health  department  was  sought 
in  61  cases,  and  23  of  them  were  accommodated  in  mother  and 
baby  homes. 

(i)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Five  cases  were  notified,  three  occurring  at  home  and  two 
in  nursing  homes.  In  no  case  was  there  impairment  of  vision. 

(j)  Supply  of  Dried  Milks,  etc. 

Facilities  are  provided  at  infant  welfare  centres  for  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  cod  liver  oil  and  orange  juice  under  the  Government 
Welfare  Food  Scheme.  Dispensaries  are  attached  to  two  infant 
welfare  centres  situated  at  opposite  ends  of  the  town,  at  which  can 
be  obtained,  when  prescribed,  Ostermilk,  Cow  and  Gate,  Allergilac 
and  Carnation  Evaporated  Milk  ;  in  addition  nutrients  such  as 
Maltoline,  Virol  and  Adexolin  are  also  available  if  they  have 
been  prescribed. 

(k)  Dental  Care. 

Expectant  and  nursing  mothers  who  wish  to  make  use  of  the 
facilities  provided  by  the  local  health  authority  have  been  able 
to  obtain  dental  treatment  at  the  Women’s  Hospital,  where  during 
the  year  8  patients  completed  treatment  and  were  provided  with 
dentures. 
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The  proposed  arrangements  for  all  forms  of  dental  treatment 
for  expectant  mothers,  including  dentures  where  necessary,  to  be 
provided  by  the  authority’s  own  dental  surgeons  had  again  to 
be  postponed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  owing  to  the  depletion 
of  staff,  although,  as  in  previous  years,  dental  treatment  was  given 
to  children  under  five  years  of  age.  In  June,  however,  it  was 
possible  to  put  the  proposed  arrangements  into  operation  on  a 
limited  scale,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  125  mothers 
were  treated,  including  36  made  dentally  fit  ;  dentures  were 
supplied  to  14.  In  addition,  640  pre-school  children  were  treated. 

Details  are  given  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

Numbers  provided  with  dental  care. 


Examined. 

Needing 

Treatment. 

Treated. 

Made 

Dentally  Fit. 

Expectant  and  Nursing 
mothers 

170 

163 

125 

36 

Pre-school  children 

657 

645 

640 

Nil 
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(1)  Day  Nurseries. 

The  day  nurseries  at  Bushbury  Road  and  Birmingham  Road 
have  accommodation  for  75  and  40  children  respectively,  and  the 
former  provides  facilities  for  the  training  of  nursery  students  for 
the  certificate  of  the  Nursery  Nurses  Examination  Board. 

The  charge  is  2/-  each  day  for  children  in  the  priority  groups, 
which  include  the  children  of  widows,  widowers,  unmarried 
mothers  and  separated  or  divorced  parents,  and  children  from 
families  in  which  the  mother  is  ill,  the  father  unemployed,  inca¬ 
pacitated  or  in  the  Forces.  The  charges  for  other  cases,  which 
are  admitted  with  the  consent  of  the  Health  Committee,  vary 
with  the  means  of  the  parents,  with  a  maximum  of  8/-  a  day. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  attendances  at  the  nurseries 
during  the  year  : — 


The  Woodlands.  Birmingham  Road. 


Number  of  days  open 

261 

261 

Attendances  under  2  years 

3.500 

1,948 

Attendances  2 — 5  years 

6,320 

3,010 

Average  daily  attendance 
under  2  years 

13.4 

7.5 

Average  daily  attendance 

2 — 5  years 

24.2 

11.5 

2.  Midwifery. 

(a)  General  Provision. 

During  the  year  3,793  confinements  took  place  in  the  borough  ; 
of  these,  1,362  were  conducted  in  the  mother’s  home,  1,917  were 
conducted  in  the  Hospital  Management  Committee’s  institutions 
and  514  in  private  nursing  homes. 

Notifications  of  intention  to  practise  in  Wolverhampton  were 
received  from  : — 

(i)  trained  mid  wives  in  institutions  (R.H.B.)  32 

(ii)  municipal  midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(iii)  independent  midwives — domiciliary  ...  3 

(iv)  maternity  nurses  (private  nursing  homes)  ...  11 

(v)  maternity  nurses  (hospital)  ...  ...  ...  9 

Supervision  is  exercised  by  the  Senior  Medical  Officer  for 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  in  her  capacity  as  Medical  Supervisor, 
and  by  the  Non-medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 
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(b)  Municipal  Midwives. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  21  municipal  mid  wives. 
They  attended  1,208  cases  as  midwives  and  132  cases  as  maternity 
nurses,  the  doctor  being  present  at  9.8  per  cent,  of  deliveries. 
Altogether  33,697  visits  were  paid  by  the  midwives  to  women 
delivered  at  home,  including  9,419  ante-natal  visits  ;  in  addition 
461  cases  delivered  in  hospital  and  discharged  before  the  four¬ 
teenth  day  received  1,002  visits  during  the  remainder  of  the  lying-in 
period.  Medical  aid  was  sought  for  21  patients  during  pregnancy, 
132  patients  during  labour  and  20  patients  during  the  puerperium  ; 
in  addition  it  was  sought  for  in  infants. 

All  municipal  midwives  are  trained  to  administer  gas  and  air 
analgesia.  The  “  Minitt  "  midwives  model  is  the  apparatus  used, 
and  it  is  transported  to  the  patient's  home,  collected  and  serviced 
by  the  Central  Ambulance  Depot.  Patients  receive  instruction  in 
its  use  at  the  ante-natal  clinics.  Gas  and  air  was  administered  to 
913  patients  (i.e.  67%  of  domiciliary  confinements) ,  and  pethidine 
was  given  to  850  ;  in  addition  71  patients  had  trilene  given  by 
their  doctor. 

Municipal  midwives  deliver  about  six  cases  each  month  and 
attend  the  ante-natal  clinics  to  book  and  examine  their  patients  ; 
in  addition,  the  midwife  visits  the  patient's  home  at  least  twice, 
once  early  in  pregnancy  to  ascertain  that  it  is  suitable  for  a  domici¬ 
liary  confinement,  and  again  late  in  pregnancy  to  confirm  that 
adequate  arrangements  have  been  been  made.  Expectant  mothers 
seeking  admission  to  hospital  on  social  grounds  apply  to  the 
Health  Department  and  subsequently  they  are  visited  in  their 
homes  by  a  midwife  who  reports  on  the  conditions  and  circum¬ 
stances  ;  the  reports  are  considered  by  the  medical  and  non¬ 
medical  supervisors,  who  then  select  those  most  urgently  needing 
the  available  hospital  accommodation. 

A  Relaxation  Clinic  opened  in  October  and  one  session  is 
held  weekly  with  a  trained  physiotherapist  and  two  midwives  in 
attendance  ;  27  mothers  made  75  attendances. 

Four  mid  wives  attended  refresher  courses  during  the  year, 
and  four  attended  Relaxation  Courses  at  Birmingham  organised 
by  the  Royal  College  of  Midwives.  No  arrangements  exist  in 
Wolverhampton  for  Part  II  training,  but  joint  action  by  the 
hospitals  and  the  local  authority  is  expected  to  provide  facilities 
in  the  near  future. 
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3.  Health  Visiting. 

The  establishment  is  a  Superintendent  and  14  Health  Visitors. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  a  superintendent,  7 
health  visitors,  2  clinic  nurses  and  2  part  time  clinic  nurses  ;  3 
pupil  health  visitors  were  undergoing  training  at  Birmingham. 
In  addition  to  instructing  and  advising  mothers  at  the  ante-natal 
and  infant  welfare  sessions,  and  visiting  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  children  under  school  age,  the  health  visitors  under¬ 
take  many  other  duties.  These  include  visiting  tuberculous  patients 
in  their  homes,  cases  of  infectious  disease,  patients  discharged  from 
hospital  and  in  need  of  after-care  and  elderly  people  who  may 
require  domestic  and  other  assistance  in  the  home.  One  health 
visitor  devotes  a  session  each  week  to  tracing  and  following  up 
cases  on  behalf  of  the  venereal  diseases  clinic.  At  present,  consider¬ 
able  time  is  devoted  to  visits  in  connection  with  the  Medical 
Research  Council’s  investigations  in  the  efficacy  of  inoculating 
school  leavers  against  tuberculosis. 

Details  of  visits  during  1953  are  given  below  :• — 


Expectant  mothers 

293 

Children  under  one 

6,248 

Children  aged  one  and  under  two  ... 

4,284 

Children  aged  two  and  under  five  . . . 

6,249 

Tuberculous  households 

570 

Other  cases 

4,016 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  21,660 


In  addition,  health  visitors  attended  2,192  half  day  sessions 
at  the  clinics. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  health  visitors  entered  13,735 
households  (i.e.  30%  of  all  households  in  the  borough),  and  they 
visited  12,343  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

One  health  visitor  attended  a  refresher  course  during  the  year. 

4.  Home  Nursing. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  of  home  nurses  consisted  of 
a  superintendent,  10  full  time  state  registered  nurses,  2  full  time 
state  enrolled  assistant  nurses  and  2  part  time  state  registered  nurses. 
The  members  of  the  staff  are  non-resident  with  the  exception  of 
the  superintendent  and  one  nurse  who  live  at  headquarters,  No.  3, 
Bath  Road.  No  arrangements  exist  locally  for  district  nurse 
training. 
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All  general  practitioners  in  the  area  use  the  service  ;  they 
either  telephone  to  the  superintendent  informing  her  of  the 
patient’s  requirements  or  leave  a  note  with  the  relatives  instructing 
them  to  deliver  it  to  the  headquarters  of  the  service.  When  a 
patient  about  to  be  discharged  from  hospital  will  require  nursing 
treatment  after  returning  home,  the  hospital  almoner  usually 
notifies  the  home  nurses  in  advance. 

The  number  of  new  cases  attended  by  the  nurses  was  7  per 
cent,  more,  and  the  total  number  of  visits  9  per  cent,  more  than 
m  the  previous  year.  A  summary  of  the  work  of  the  nurses  is 
given  below  : — 


Cases  on  register 

New  Cases. 

Total  Visits. 

Cases  on  register 

on  1.1.53. 

on  31.12.53. 

147 

1,280 

32,108 

157 

The  nature  and  number  of  the  cases  and  the  number  of  visits 
they  received  was  : — 


Cases. 

Number 

Visits. 

Medical 

849 

17,958 

Surgical 

189 

4,867 

Infectious  ... 

22 

101 

Tuberculosis 

173 

8,478 

Maternal  Complications 

6 

32 

Others 

188 

672 

Totals 

1,427 

32,108 

Children  under  five  years 

of  age  received 

8%  of  the  total 

visits,  patients  aged  65  years  and  over  received  44%  of  the  visits 
and  patients  between  5  and  65  years  of  age  received  the  remaining 
48%  of  visits. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  domiciliary  treatment  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  is  again  noticeable  ;  in  the  last  5  years  visits  to  tuber¬ 
culous  patients  have  increased  from  a  negligible  quantity  to  23 
a  day. 
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5.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(a)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

During  the  year  793  persons  were  vaccinated  and  100  re¬ 
vaccinated.  Of  those  vaccinated,  683  were  under  one  year  old, 
and  of  those  re- vaccinated  85  were  over  15  years  old.  Medical 
Officers  of  the  local  authority  carried  out  286  of  the  893  vaccinations 
and  re-vaccinations. 

As  2,539  infants  were  born  alive  during  the  year,  the  683 
vaccinated  under  one  year  old  represented  27%  of  those  bom,  the 
same  proportion  as  last  year. 

(b)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

During  the  year,  785  children  under  the  age  of  15  years  were 
immunised  by  private  practitioners,  and  1,372  by  medical  officers 
of  the  local  authority  in  schools,  clinics  and  day  nurseries,  making 
a  total  of  2,157  children  immunised  against  diphtheria.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  reinforcing  doses  were  given  to  1,272  children,  mostly  in 
school.  The  estimated  percentage  of  the  child  population 
immunised  against  diphtheria  is  : — 

(i)  under  1  year  old  ...  ...  ...  ...  34% 

(ii)  1 — 4  years  old  ...  ...  ...  ...  40% 

(iii)  5 — 14  years  old  ...  ...  ...  ...  82% 

6.  Ambulance  Service. 

The  service  has  a  staff  of  34  and  a  fleet  of  17  vehicles 
consisting  of  11  ambulances,  5  sitting  case  cars  and  a  mortuary 
van.  The  number  of  calls,  35,745,  was  17%  more  than  the  previous 
year,  and  the  tota]  mileage  showed  an  increase  of  4%.  Of  the 
total  calls,  2.4%  were  to  accidents  and  1.7%  to  emergencies. 

Transporting  patients  to  and  from  hospital  out-patient  depart¬ 
ments  constitutes  most  of  the  work  of  the  Ambulance  Service. 
During  the  past  two  years,  the  number  of  individuals  visiting 
hospitals  as  out-patients  has  remained  constant  in  Wolverhampton, 
and  the  number  of  their  attendances  declined  by  2%.  In  the  same 
period,  the  number  of  calls  for  ambulances  and  sitting  case  cars 
has  increased  by  45%,  indicating  a  much  more  liberal  provision 
of  transport  facilities  for  these  patients.  This  unnecessary  use  of 
the  Ambulance  Service  causes  great  concern. 

7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care. 

(a)  Tuberculosis. 

The  duties  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  relate  to  prevention 
and  after-care  ;  the  indissoluble  bond  between  these  and  treatment 
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of  the  disease  is  recognised  in  the  arrangement  by  which  Chest 
Physicians  are  employed  jointly  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
and  the  Town  Council,  the  latter  paying  a  portion  of  their  salaries. 
In  Wolverhampton  this  portion  is  equivalent  to  4/nths  of  the 
salary  of  one  Chest  Physician.  In  pursuance  of  their  duties  relating 
to  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis,  the  Chest  Physicians  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  welfare  of  contacts,  and  arrangements  exist 
whereby  they  can  administer  B.C.G.  Vaccine  ;  during  1953  they 
vaccinated  14  contacts.  In  addition,  many  other  children  were 
vaccinated  by  the  paediatricians. 

All  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  health  visitors  and  of  the  after-care  officer,  who  advises  and 
helps  them  on  any  personal  and  social  problems  which  may  arise 
in  connection  with  their  illness.  During  the  year,  the  after-care 
officer  dealt  with  339  cases,  for  many  of  whom  she  arranged  finan¬ 
cial  help,  grants  for  clothing,  bed  and  bedding,  and  the  provision 
of  free  milk  by  the  Health  Authority. 

An  occupational  therapy  class  was  started  at  Lowe  Street 
Clinic  on  one  afternoon  each  week  ;  it  is  taken  by  the  Stafford¬ 
shire  County  Council  occupational  therapist,  is  attended  by  6 
patients  from  the  County  and  6  from  Wolverhampton  and  has 
proved  successful  ;  in  all,  15  Wolverhampton  patients  attended 
during  the  year. 

The  Health  Department  continues  to  co-operate  writh  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Department  by  indicating  which  tuberculous  patients  require 
re-housing  urgently. 

(b)  Other  Illness. 

The  work  of  the  after-care  officer  relating  to  patients  suffering 
from  illness  other  than  tuberculosis  consists  largely  of  securing 
their  admission  to  convalescent  homes  when  this  cannot  be 
arranged  through  other  channels  ;  the  patients  are  asked  to  con¬ 
tribute  towards  the  cost  according  to  their  means.  The  following 
details  refer  to  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 


Applications  received  ...  ...  ...  75 

Admitted  to  convalescent  homes  ... 

Sent  through  another  agency  ...  ...  2 

Vacancy  refused  ...  ...  ...  ...  (> 

No  suitable  vacancy  found  ...  ...  ...  1 

Referred  to  Hospital  Board  ...  ...  1 


75 
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A  supply  of  equipment  is  available  for  lending  to  patients 
nursed  at  home,  who  are  required  to  pay  a  deposit,  which  is  refun¬ 
ded  on  the  return  of  the  equipment  in  good  condition.  During  the 
year,  equipment  was  provided  for  307  patients  nursed  at  home. 

8.  Domestic  Help. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  5  full  time  and  31  half  time 
home  helps,  and  in  addition  6  part  time  workers  employed  for  2 
hours  daily.  The  number  of  cases  assisted  by  home  helps  during 
the  year  increased  by  12%  and  consisted  of  : — 


Chronic  illness 
Acute  illness 
Maternity 
Tuberculosis 


216 

133 

79 

3 


Total 


431 


The  organiser  investigates  the  conditions  in  every  case  before 
domestic  help  is  sent,  and  subsequently  she  pays  weekly  visits  ; 
during  the  year  she  paid  2,543  visits. 

9.  Health  Education. 

An  annual  contribution  of  £75  is  made  to  the  Central  Council 
for  Health  Education  and  one  of  £5  5s.  od.  to  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  Five  sets  of  poster  boards 
in  various  parts  of  the  town  are  used  for  the  display  of  topics 
supplied  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  which  are 
changed  quarterly  ;  material  from  the  same  source  is  used  for  a 
display  frame  in  the  Health  Department.  When  measles,  influenza 
or  common  colds  are  becoming  widespread,  appropriate  pamphlets 
prepared  by  the  Central  Council  are  distributed  in  the  clinics. 

The  health  visitors  advise  mothers  in  clinics  and  in  the  homes 
on  the  management,  feeding  and  clothing  of  children,  and  they 
stress  the  danger  of  accidents  and  the  importance  of  vaccination 
and  immunisation.  The  parents  of  school  entrants  are  approached 
to  allow  their  children  to  be  immunised  against  diphtheria,  or  if 
this  has  been  done  already,  to  receive  a  reinforcing  dose,  and  to 
have  them  patch  tested  for  tuberculosis. 

The  dangers  of  food  poisoning  and  the  importance  of  clean¬ 
liness  in  food  storage  and  food  preparation  are  stressed  in  many 
talks  given  by  members  of  the  staff  to  such  bodies  as  Parents’ 
Associations,  Youth  Clubs  and  social,  professional  and  political 
organisations. 
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10.  Mental  Health, 
fa,)  Aammistration. 

The  Health  (Mental  Health)  Sub-committee  meets  monthly 
and  delegates  no  duties  to  voluntary  associations. 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  includes  one  female  and 
two  male  mental  health  workers  who  are  all  duly  authorised  to  take 
initial  proceedings  for  providing  care  and  treatment  for  persons 
suffering  from  mental  illness,  an  occupation  centre  supervisor,  four 
assistant  supervisors  and  a  trainee.  The  female  health  worker 
deals  also  with  the  administration  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts, 
and  the  two  male  workers  undertake  the  after-care  of  patients  who 
have  been  mentally  ill.  The  clerical  work  associated  with  the 
Mental  Health  Service  is  done  in  the  Health  Department.  No 
member  of  the  staff  attended  a  course  of  instruction  during  the 
year,  but  a  trainee  was  appointed  at  the  Occupation  Centre. 

Co-ordination  with  the  hospital  authorities  continues  to  deve¬ 
lop.  The  central  bed  list  for  mental  defectives  inaugurated  in  1952 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  continued  to  work  satisfactorily, 
and  although  sometimes  there  were  long  delays  in  obtaining  admis¬ 
sion  for  specific  types  of  cases  the  annual  allocation  of  vacancies 
is  satisfactory  ;  during  the  year  8  males  (5  of  whom  were  over 
16  years  of  age),  and  4  females  (one  of  whom  was  over  16  years 
of  age)  were  admitted.  Three  of  these  cases  were  urgent  and  were 
admitted  to  the  institutions  as  "  places  of  safety.”  One  temporary 
vacancy  also  was  obtained  in  accordance  with  the  procedure  laid 
down  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  5/52. 

There  was  a  substantial  increase  in  the  proportion  of  persons 
suffering  from  mental  illness  admitted  by  Duly  Authorised  Officers 
to  New  Cross  Hospital  for  three  days  who  at  the  end  of  that  time 
were  considered  to  require  further  treatment  in  a  mental  hospital. 
This  increase  is  welcomed  by  the  Health  Department  as  the 
majority  of  cases  admitted  on  three-day  orders  are  in  urgent  need 
of  more  prolonged  hospital  treatment. 

(b)  Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community. 

(i)  Mental  Treatment. 

Under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  mental 
health  workers  either  interviewed  in  the  Health  Department  or 
visited  in  their  homes  427  people  who  applied  to  them  for  help 
because  of  mental  illness  or  who  had  been  referred  to  them  by 
general  practitioners  ;  they  also  paid  127  visits  during  the  year 
to  former  mental  hospital  patients  and  41  were  being  visited 
regularly  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


37 


Most  patients  suffering  from  mental  illness  are  admitted  by 
duly  authorised  officers,  at  the  request  of  general  practitioners,  to 
New  Cross  Hospital  for  three  days  under  Section  20  of  the  Lunacy 
Act,  and  then  those  observed  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  to 
require  further  hospital  treatment  are  transferred  to  St.  George’s 
Hospital,  Stafford  ;  an  increasing  number  of  patients  voluntarily 
request  treatment  for  mental  illness  and  usually  are  admitted  to 
St.  George’s  Hospital  directly  from  their  homes.  During  the  year 
115  patients  (69  males  and  46  females)  were  admitted  to  New 
Cross  under  Section  20  ;  of  these  28  men  and  14  women  were 
subsequently  certified  and  transferred  to  a  mental  hospital  and 
two  men  and  one  woman  submitted  themselves  for  voluntary 
treatment  in  a  mental  hospital.  One  man  and  four  women  were 
certified  in  their  own  homes  and  admitted  to  mental  hospitals 
without  prior  admission  to  New  Cross  for  observation.  In  all, 
47  persons  (29  men  and  18  women)  were  certified  and  admitted 
to  mental  hospitals.  In  addition,  67  persons  (32  men  and  35 
women)  submitted  themselves  for  voluntary  treatment  (an 
increase  of  one  on  the  previous  year),  representing  59  per  cent  of 
all  admissions. 

Of  the  47  certified  patients  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  during 
the  year,  12  were  discharged  relieved  ;  in  addition,  14  patients 
admitted  prior  to  1953  were  also  discharged.  Of  the  67  voluntary 
patients  admitted  during  the  year  4  were  discharged  recovered,  38 
relieved  and  3  not  improved  ;  in  addition,  12  patients  admitted 
prior  to  1953  were  also  discharged.  At  the  end  of  the  year  422 
Wolverhampton  residents  (198  males  and  224  females)  were  known 
to  be  receiving  treatment  in  mental  hospitals. 

(ii)  Mental  Deficiency. 

Under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  18  ineducable  children  of 
school  age  and  19  children  leaving  the  special  school  for  educa¬ 
tionally  sub-normal  children  at  the  age  of  16,  were  found  to  require 
supervision.  Of  this  total  of  37  children,  25  were  placed  under 
statutory  supervision  and  steps  were  taken  to  keep  in  touch  with 
the  remaining  12  children  who  were  placed  under  voluntary  super¬ 
vision.  In  addition  6  cases  subject  to  be  dealt  with  were  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority,  Children  Department,  General  Practitioners,  Secretary 
of  State  and  the  Clerk  to  the  Justices,  and  5  of  these  were  found 
institutional  vacancies,  the  remaining  one  being  placed  under 
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Statutory  Supervision.  There  were  still  9  urgent  cases  on  the 
institutional  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year.  During  the  year 
one  case  was  dealt  with  under  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  5/52 
and  admitted  to  a  private  home  ;  2  holiday  period  vacancies  were 
also  obtained. 

During  the  year  one  child  was  dealt  with  under  the  terms  of 
section  8  of  the  Education  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1948. 
This  child  was  notified  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  by  the  Local 
Education  Authority  in  1951  when  she  was  7  years  of  age  ;  she 
was  admitted  to  the  Occupation  Centre  and  made  considerable 
progress.  In  October,  1952  she  was  re-examined  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  who  recommended  her  admission  to  the  special 
school.  She  remained  in  the  special  school  for  three  terms  but 
proved  to  be  unsuitable  and  w?as  re-notified  to  the  Local  Health 
«  Authority  and  placed  under  Statutory  Supervision. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  33  patients  (14  males  and 
19  females)  under  guardianship,  a  decrease  of  3  in  a  year  ;  these 
cases  are  all  unemployable  and  receive  grants  from  the  Assistance 
Board.  Their  homes  are  visited  regularly  and  arrangements  are 
made  for  each  patient  to  be  seen  by  a  doctor  at  least  once  a  year. 

The  Occupation  Centre  building  was  extended  during  the  year 
and  this  enabled  the  work  to  be  carried  on  more  satisfactorily. 
There  were  66  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
including  5  cases  from  outside  the  borough  for  whom  the  appro¬ 
priate  authority  paid  training  fees.  An  increase  in  the  staff  enabled 
the  children  to  be  divided  into  smaller  groups  and  the  experiment 
of  admitting  children  from  the  age  of  3J  years  proved  successful. 

A  new  arrangement  was  made  during  the  vear  to  convey 
children  to  and  from  the  Centre  by  a  private  bus  which  collects 
them  from  points  as  near  their  homes  as  practicable.  The  cost 
is  little  more  than  the  previous  arrangement  when  children  travelled 
by  various  routes,  in  manv  cases  accompanied  bv  their  parents, 
and  absenteeism  has  been  noticeablv  reduced  since  the  new  plan 
has  been  in  operation. 

The  school  health  services  are  used,  regular  visits  being  paid 
by  a  school  nurse  and  the  children  attending  minor  ailment  and 
dental  clinics  when  necessary. 

Visits  have  been  paid  to  the  Centre  by  students  from  overseas 
and  from  training  colleges  and  by  Student  Health  Visitors. 
Representatives  of  local  authorities  contemplating  establishing  an 
Occupation  Centre  have  also  visited. 
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The  mental  defectives  ascertained 
following  : — 

(1)  Reported  under  Education  Act 
Section  57,  Sub-Section  3 
(ii)  Reported  under  Education  Act 
Section  57,  Sub-Section  5 
(hi)  Other  sources 


in  1953  comprised  the 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

0  12  lb 

7  12  19 

3  3  6 


16  27  43 

The  number  of  ascertained  defectives  known  to  the  Health 
Department  at  the  end  of  1953  was  730,  made  upj  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

(i)  In  Institutions 

124 

107 

231 

(ii)  On  licence 

9 

7 

16 

(iii)  Under  guardianship 

14 

19 

33 

(iv)  Under  statutory  supervision 

138 

139 

277 

(v)  Under  voluntary  supervision 

90 

83 

173 

375 

355 

730 

11.  Care  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm. 

The  National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951,  provide  for 
persons  who  being  seriously  ill  or  being  aged,  infirm  or  incapa¬ 
citated  are  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  are  unable  to  obtain 
proper  care  and  attention.  Action  can  be  taken  by  the  local 
authority  if  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  certifies  that  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  remove  such  persons  either  in  their  own  interest  or  for 
preventing  injury  or  serious  nuisance  to  others. 

During  the  year,  4  cases  (2  men  and  2  women)  were  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department.  Orders  were  obtained 
for  the  removal  of  two  of  the  patients  and  the  other  two-  volun¬ 
tarily  entered  accommodation  provided  under  the  National  Assis¬ 
tance  Acts  at  the  Poplars  before  proceedings  were  instituted. 


12.  Epileptics. 

Although  the  number  of  epileptics  in  Wolverhampton  pro¬ 
bably  exceeds  200  only  7, have  registered  under  the  Council's 
scheme  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  ;  eight  epileptic  children 
of  school  age  are  in  special  schools  and  one  is  awaiting  admission  ; 
several  other  epileptic  children  who  do  not  need  special  education 
attend  ordinary  day  schools.  Among  mental  defectives  who  are 
not  in  institutions  35  are  known  to  be  epileptics  and  2  of  these 
attend  the  Occupation  Centre. 

13.  Spastics. 

The  number  of  spastics  in  the  community  is  probably  less 
than  the  number  of  epileptics,  but  complete  information  is  not 
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available  in  Wolverhampton.  Spastics  of  school  age  include  three 
in  Special  Schools,  one  in  a  Hospital  school  and  one  Having  home 
tuition  ;  in  addition  a  number  oi  spastics  presenting  no  special 
educational  problem  attend  ordinary  schools.  Among  mental 
defectives  who  are  not  in  institutions  4  are  known  to  be  spastics 
and  2  of  these  attend  the  Occupation  Centre. 

One  child  who  is  both  spastic  and  epileptic  also  attends  the 
Occupation  Centre. 

14.  Blind  Persons. 

The  number  of  cases  registered  during  the  year  was  49  and 
the  number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  346.  Their 


age  and  sex  distribution  was 
Age  Group. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

0—  4 

1 

1 

2 

5—14 

4 

2 

6 

15—19 

3 

1 

4 

20—39 

20 

11 

31 

40 — 49 

17 

12 

29 

50—64 

30 

29 

59 

65—69 

23 

18 

41 

70  and  over 

86 

88 

174 

184 

162 

346 

The  table  shows  that  62  per  cent  of  the  registered  blind  are 
aged  65  years  and  over  and  that  50  per  cent  are  aged  70  years 
and  over. 


The  following  refers  to  the  action  taken  in  the  cases  registered 
during  the  year,  all  of  whom  were  blind  and  none  partially  sighted. 


(i)  Number  of  cases 
registered  during 
the  year  in  respect 
of  which  para.  7(c) 
of  Forms  B.D.8 
recommends  : — 

(a)  No  treatment 

(b)  Treatment 
(medical 
surgical  or 
optical) 

Cause  of  Disability. 

j 

Cataract. 

Glaucoma. 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia. 

Others. 

7 

7 

7 

3 

— 

11 

14 

(ii)  Number  of  cases 
at  (i)  (b)  above 
which  on  follow-up 
action  have 
received  treatment 

6 

3 

- 

12 

Five  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  during 
the  year  and  they  all  recovered  without  any  apparent  impairment 
of  vision. 
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SECTION  III. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

1 .  Incidence. 

The  corrected  notifications  per  1,000  population  of  certain 
infectious  diseases  in  Wolverhampton,  the  160  County  Boroughs 
and  Great  Towns  (including  London)  and  England  and  Wales 
during  1953  are  appended  : — 


Disease. 

Wolver¬ 
hampton  . 

16  O'  Great 

Towns. 

England 
&  Wales 

Typhoid 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0.02 

0.04 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1.37 

1.50 

1.39 

Whooping  Cough 

3.43 

3.72 

3.58 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.14 

0.14 

Smallpox 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

19.52 

11.27 

12.36 

Pneumonia 

1.13 

0.92 

0.84 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic 

0.04 

0.06 

0.07 

Non-paralytic 

0.06 

0.03 

0.04 

Food  Poisoning 

0.02 

0.25 

0.24 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

32.90'* 

24.33* 

18.23* 

*Per  1,000  Total 

(Live  and  Still) 

Births. 

2  Paratyphoid. 

One  case  of  paratyphoid  B  was  notified  during  the  year.  The 
patient  was  first  notified  as  suffering  from  puerperal  pyrexia  and 
on  investigation  in  hospital  was  found  to  have  a  positive  agglu¬ 
tination  test  ;  the  organism  was  not  recovered. 

3.  Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  no  deaths  among  the  221  cases  known  to  have 
occurred,  29  of  which  were  nursed  in  hospital. 

4.  Diphtheria. 

Only  two  cases  occurred,  both  of  whom  were  admitted  to 
hospital  and  recovered. 

5.  Whooping  Cough. 

The  554  notifications  represented  a  substantial  decrease  on  the 
previous  year.  Cases  admitted  to  hospital  numbered  14  and  there 
were  no  deaths  from  the  disease. 

6.  Measles. 

The  notifications  numbered  3,148  and  were  more  than  three 
times  those  of  the  previous  year  ;  23  cases  were  nursed  in  hospital. 
There  were  three  deaths  from  the  disease,  two  of  them  under  one 
year  of  age  and  the  third  aged  two  years. 
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7.  Poliomyelitis. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  17  of  which  7  were  paralytic 
and  10  were  non-paralytic  ;  15  were  nursed  in  hospital  ;  one 

female  patient  aged  29  died.  The  age  and  sex  distribution  of 
the  cases  was  : — 


Age. 


Males. 


Females. 


0 —  4  years 
5 —  9  years 
10 — 14  years 
15 — 24  years 
25  and  over 


1 

5 

3 

1 


3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Total 


10 


7 


Last  year  there  were  it  cases  and  no  deaths. 

8.  Meningococcal  Infection. 

There  were  3  confirmed  cases  of  meningococcal  meningitis  ; 
there  was  one  death. 

9.  Pneumonia. 

There  were  183  cases  of  pneumonia  notified.  Although  there 
were  80  deaths  from  pneumonia,  few  of  these  occurred  among  the 
notified  cases  and  presumably  in  the  majority  of  fatal  cases  the 
disease  occurred  as  a  terminal  complication. 

10.  Dysentery. 

Notifications  numbered  5.  Hospital  admission  was  sought 
for  two  of  these  cases.  There  were  no  deaths. 

11.  Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  3  individual  cases  notified,  and  in  none  was  the 
cause  ascertained. 

12.  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  86  with  no  deaths  ;  of  these 
cases  5  were  patients  confined  in  nursing  homes,  8  were  patients 
confined  at  home  and  73  were  patients  confined  in  hospital. 

13.  Miscellaneous. 

There  were  22  cases  of  erysipelas  with  no  deaths  5  cases  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  without  impairment  of  vision,  one  case 
of  malaria  contracted  abroad  and  one  fatal  case  of  infective 
hepatitis  in  a  man  aged  64. 
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14.  Veneral  Diseases. 

The  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Royal 
Hospital. 

Syphilis.  During  the  year  32  cases  (19  males  and  13  females) 
were  dealt  with  for  the  first  time,  none  of  whom  was  suffering 
from  primary  or  secondary  syphilis,  or  latent  syphilis  in  the  first 
year  of  infection.  Of  these,  22  were  Wolverhampton  residents. 
Gonorrhoea.  There  were  100  cases  (86  males  and  14  females) 
dealt  with  for  the  first  time  and  62  of  these  were  Wolverhampton 
residents. 

Other  Conditions.  The  number  of  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first 
time  was  502  (358  males  and  144  females)  but  269  of  them  did 
not  require  treatment.  Of  the  502  cases  303  were  Wolverhampton 
residents. 

15.  Tuberculosis. 

Since  1920  there  have  been  continuous  declines  in  both  pul¬ 
monary  and  non-pulmonary  death  rates  in  Wolverhampton.  For 
the  period  1921-30,  the  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis 
was  92  (pulmonary  76)  per  100,000,  for  the  decade  1931-40  it  was 
80  (pulmonary  69)  and  for  the  decade  1941-50  it  was  60  (pul¬ 
monary  51).  In  1951  the  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis 
was  51  per  100,000,  and  in  1952  with  41  deaths  (35  pulmonary 
and  6  non-pulmonary)  the  rate  fell  sharply  to  25.  In  1953  with 
49  deaths  (45  pulmonary  and  4  non-pulmonary)  it  rose  to  30  per 
100,000. 

The  local  Health  Authority  is  responsible  for  those  measures 
designed  to  prevent  tuberculosis.  With  this  end  in  view  the  Health 
Department  advises  the  Housing  Department  which  families 
containing  a  tuberculous  member  are  likely  to  benefit  from  priority 
in  housing  provision.  Patch  testing,  for  ascertaining  those  children 
who  have  been  in  contact  with  tuberculous  infection,  which  has 
been  carried  out  for  many  years  in  school  entrants,  now  has  been 
extended  to  children  attending  welfare  centres.  Young  people 
who  are  taking  part  in  the  Medical  Research  Council's  investi¬ 
gation  into  the  value  of  vaccines  in  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis 
are  still  being  kept  under  observation,  and  the  Health  Visitors 
assist  in  this  work.  The  Health  Visitors  also  advise  all  contacts 
of  known  cases  to  report  for  examination  at  the  chest  clinic.  The 
absence  of  readily  available  X-ray  facilities  continues  to  prove 
an  obstacle  to  general  practitioners  in  investigating  their  patients. 
No  visit  from  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  with  sessions  for  the 
general  public  took  place  during  the  year. 
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Notification. 


Year. 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Pulmonary 

Male 

96 

80 

92 

103 

117 

Female 

59 

43 

51 

82 

80 

Non -Pulmonary 

Male 

12 

7 

4 

8 

10 

Female 

12 

7 

6 

9 

7 

Total 

179 

137 

153 

202 

214 

The  cases  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1953  were 
classified  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Male 

551 

Male 

65 

Female 

389 

Female 

65 

940 

130 

Deaths.  The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  1953  and  the  preceding 
four  years  are  given  below  : — 


Year. 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Pulmonary 

Male 

59 

51 

53 

29 

36 

Female 

31 

22 

26 

6 

9 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

5 

9 

2 

5 

4 

Female 

1 

5 

2 

1 

— 

Total 

96 

87 

83 

41 

49 

The  4  fatal  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  comprise  a 
boy  aged  7  and  a  man  aged  20  who  both  died  of  tuberculous 
meningitis,  a  man  aged  26  who  died  of  miliary  tuberculosis  and  a 
man  aged  57  who  died  of  tuberculous  mesenteric  glands.  None  of 
these  cases  was  known  to  be  a  contact  of  a  notified  case. 


Details  of  notifications  and  deaths  are  given  below  : — 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratory. 

Respiratoiy. 

Non-Respiratory. 

Age. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

0—  1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

. - 

1—  4 

5 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

5—14 

14 

9 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15—24 

23 

29 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

25—34 

20 

21 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 

— 

35—44 

16 

9 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

45—54 

20 

4 

1 

— 

19 

— 

— 

— 

55—64 

10 

2 

— 

— 

5 

1 

1 

— 

65  &  up. 

8 

1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

117 

80 

10 

rr 

1 

36 

9 

4 

16.  Cancer 
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The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  cancer  and  allied  con¬ 
ditions  was  249. 

The  age  distribution  of  cases  was  : — 


Age. 

0—  4 

Male. 

Female 

Total 

5—14 

15—24 

— 

1 

1 

25—44 

6 

10 

16 

45—64 

48 

50 

98 

65—74 

40 

30 

70 

75  and  over 

36 

28 

64 

130 

119 

249 

e  sites  of  the  disease 

were  : — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Tongue 

1 

— 

1 

Paiotid,  palate 

2 

■ — 

2 

Postcricoid 

— 

1 

1 

Oesophagus 

2 

2 

4 

Stomach 

17 

15 

32 

Large  intestine 

16 

16 

32 

Rectum 

7 

10 

17 

Bile  duct  and  Liver 

2 

1 

3 

Pancreas 

2 

3 

5 

Larynx 

4 

• — 

4 

Lungs  and  bronchus 

42 

4 

46 

Mediastinum 

1 

— 

1 

Breast 

— 

29  . 

29 

Uterus 

— 

9 

9 

Ovary 

— 

8 

8 

Testis 

2 

• — 

2 

Prostate 

8 

— 

8 

Kidney 

2 

3 

5 

Bladder 

5 

5 

10 

Face  and  cheek 

2 

1 

3 

Eye 

1 

— 

1 

Brain 

7 

— 

7 

Thyroid  gland 

— 

1 

1 

Bone 

1 

1 

2 

Hodgkin’s  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Multiple  Myelomatosis 

— 

1 

1 

Leukaemia ,  aleukaemia 

1 

2 

3 

Other  sites 

4 

6 

10 

130 

119 

249 
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SECTION  IV. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  F.  Binns  Hartley, 

M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I.). 

This  report  indicates  the  comprehensive  nature  of  the  duties 
performed  by  sanitary  inspectors  ;  these  duties  in  the  held  of 
environmental  hygiene  are  diverse  in  character  and  are  governed 
by  an  ever  increasing  and  changing  legislation. 

Figures  form  the  basis  of  the  report  and  give  an  outline  of  the 
activities  of  the  inspectorate,  but  more  important  than  statistics 
is  the  assistance  and  satisfaction  given  to  the  general  public  in 
their  problems. 

In  the  main  the  duties  of  a  sanitary  inspector  are  an  interesting 
and  a  satisfying  mode  of  employment,  but  judging  by  the  numbers 
entering  the  profession  they  do  not  at  present  form  the  attractive 
career  they  did  in  pre-war  years.  This  applies  particularly  to  local 
authorities  of  county  borough  status  where  the  less  congenial  sur¬ 
roundings  have  always  limited  the  applicants  to  those  endeavouring 
to  gain  experience  and  to  those  wishing  to  obtain  additional 
qualifications,  courses  for  which  are  usually  available. 

The  shortage  of  staff  has  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports, 
but  never  before  has  its  seriousness  been  so  acute.  New  Housing 
and  Food  Bills  are  at  present  before  Parliament,  the  resumption 
of  slum  clearance  is  advocated,  and  the  decontrol  of  meat  sales 
is  contemplated  ;  this  will  necessitate  a  marked  increase  in  the 
time  and  attention  allotted  to  these  duties,  and  if  the  existing 
vacancies  are  not  filled  I  can  visualise  that  many  of  the  less  urgent 
responsibilities  will  have  to  be  held  in  abeyance. 

Advertisements  have  appeared  regularly  throughout  the  year 
with  negative  results,  and  a  report  giving  the  relevant  details  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee.  The  Committee  decided 
to  advertise  for  pupil  sanitary  inspectors  believing  that  the  training 
of  one’s  own  staff  would  ultimately  provide  a  full  complement  of 
inspectors,  and  also  provide  an  adequate  compensation  for  the 
amount  of  time  spent  in  the  training  of  the  pupils.  The  appoint¬ 
ments  were  advertised  and  fourteen  applications  were  received  ; 
nine  applicants  were  interviewed,  but  not  one  reached  a  sufficiently 
high  educational  standard  to  qualify  for  entrance  upon  the  sanitary 
inspectors  course. 
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Credit  is  due  to  the  present  inspectorial  staff  for  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  assist  in  overcoming  the  many  problems  associated  with 
staff  shortages. 

1.  Water  Supplies. 

During  the  year,  9  samples  from  the  town’s  main  supplies 
were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  35  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  reports  received  in  each  instance  indicated  that 
the  water  supplies  were  satisfactory. 

The  laboratory  report  upon  a  sample  of  well  water  taken  from 
a  farm  within  the  borough  showed  the  water  to  be  unsuitable  for 
human  consumption.  An  alternative  supply  from  the  town’s  main 
was  available  and  the  owner  /  occupier  of  the  farm  was  therefore 
advised  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  continue  using  the  well  water 
for  drinking  purposes. 

2.  Swimming  Bath  Water. 

A  total  of  11  chemical  and  20  bacteriological  samples  was 
submitted  for  analysis  and  examination  and  all  proved  to  be 
satisfactory  ;  the  standards  imposed  are  those  obtaining  for  drink¬ 
ing  water. 

“  Break  point  ”  chlorination  has  now  been  in  operation  for 
two  years  and  is  proving  a  very  efficient  method  of  sterilisation  ; 
it  also  has  the  advantage  of  being  non-irritant,  and  the  water  is 
therefore  pleasant  from  the  bathers’  point  of  view. 

3.  Offensive  Trades. 

50  routine  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  to  the  10 
premises  within  the  borough  upon  which  offensive  trades  were 
operating. 

4.  Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

Theatres,  cinemas  and  sports  arenas  were  agaip  visited  during 
the  year.  9  inspections  were  made,  4  informal  notices  served  and 
4  complied  with. 

5.  Hairdressers’  and  Barbers’  Premises. 

During  the  year  a  further  five  applications  were  received  under 
Section  87  of  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act,  1936,  for  the 
registration  of  hairdressers  and  their  premises.  During  the  same 
period  hairdressing  was  discontinued  at  two  premises,  and  thirteen 
existing  businesses  changed  hands,  leaving  a  total  of  160  persons 
and  their  premises  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  246 
inspections  were  made  of  these  premises,  29  informal  notices  were 
served,  and  a  total  of  54  improvements  recorded. 
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One  complaint  only  was  received  from  the  general  public 
during  the  year,  and  generally  a  high  standard  of  hygiene  was 
maintained. 

6.  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933. 

io  applications  were  received  and  granted  during  the  year 
for  entry  in  the  local  authority’s  list  of  persons  entitled  to  sell 
poisons  under  Part  II  of  the  above-mentioned  Act  and  the  regula¬ 
tions  made  thereunder  ;  these  applications  were  granted.  6  persons’ 
names  were  removed  from  the  list  leaving  a  total  on  the  register 
of  142  persons  and  firms,  operating  from  182  premises. 

61  routine  visits  were  paid  to  the  premises  listed,  for  the 
purpose  of  ensuring  compliance  with  the  Regulations  with  regard 
to  the  storage  and  sale  of  Part  II  poisons. 

7.  Sanitation,  Housing,  etc. 

A  total  of  1,515  complaints  was  received  and  investigated. 

The  following  tables  summarise  the  inspections  and  re-visits 
made,  the  notices  served  and  improvements  recorded  with  respect 


to  sanitation,  housing,  etc. 

Visits  : — 

Dwelling  Houses  : — 

Inspections,  Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  203 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

General  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,546 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  ...  ...  ...  9 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  445 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  252 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,167 

Total  re-visits  to  all  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,839 

NOTICES. 


NOTICES. 


Ser 

ved. 

Complied  with. 

Inti¬ 

mation. 

Statu¬ 

tory. 

Inti¬ 

mation. 

Statu¬ 

tory. 

Overcrowding  ... 
Dwelling  Houses 

(The  Public  Health 

I 

— 

1 

— 

Act,  1936) 

Common  Lodging 

983 

552 

759 

532 

Houses 

Places  of  Public 

1 

L 

1 

1 

Entertainment 

4 

1 

4 

1 

Keeping  of  Animals  ... 

90 

2 

31 

2 

Totals 

1,079 

556 

796  . 

536 

Total  improvements  recorded  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,037 
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8.  Fumigation,  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

A  routine  annual  hydrogen  cyanide  treatment  was  applied  to 
a  flowr  and  '  provender  mill,  the  work  being  carried  out  by  a 
specialist  firm.  No  action  by  this  department  was  necessary. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  action  taken  by  this 
department  : — 


Articles  Sprayed  : — 

Bedding  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Blankets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Sheets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  articles  of  personal  clothing  ...  ...  321 

No.  of  rooms  sprayed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

No.  of  rooms  fumigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Vermin  Destruction  : — 

No.  of  rooms  sprayed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

No.  of  rooms  fumigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

No.  of  library  books  fumigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 


9.  Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  year  under  review  all  efforts  to  secure  a  reduction 
in  the  emission  of  smoke  to  the  atmosphere  have  been  directed 
against  premises  other  than  dwelling  houses.  Powers  are  available 
in  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act,  1950,  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  '''  Smokeless  Zones/'  but  the  present  time  is  considered 
inopportune  to  impose  conditions  of  this  nature. 

171  smoke  observations  were  carried  out  and  excessive  emis¬ 
sions  were  recorded  in  6  instances. 

Four  of  the  excessive  emissions  were  of  black  smoke,  3  of 
which  were  from  vertical  steam  boilers  hand  fired  with  bituminous 
coal  ;  notices  were  served  in  2  cases  and  a  letter  sent  in  the  third 
instance  following  which  no  further  contraventions  of  the  Bye 
Laws  were  observed,  but  smoke  in  quantity  is  very  liable  to  be 
emitted  from  this  type  of  plant  unless  close  supervision  is  exercised 
by  the  boiler  attendant.  The  fourth  instance  of  excessive  black 
smoke  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  burning  of  scrap  electric  cable, 
an  operation  undertaken  to  salvage  the  wire  core  ;  the  firm  con¬ 
cerned  was  informed  of  Ihe  contravention  and  the  process  was 
discontinued  immediately. 

The  2  remaining  excessive  emissions  were  of  dense  smoke. 
One  was  from  a  chimney  serving  two  automatically  fired  furnaces 
and  an  adjustment  of  the  air  supply  abated  the  nuisance.  The 
other  emission  was  from  a  reheating  furnace  in  which  pulverised 
fuel  was  burnt  ;  after  attention  to  the  pulveriser  no  further  exces¬ 
sive  smoke  was  recorded. 
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Improvements  to  apparatus,  including  the  conversion  of  fur¬ 
naces  from  coal  to  on  or  gas  tiring  and  also  the  installation  of 
automatic  stokers,  have  been  made  in  a  number  of  premises.  An 
incinerator  which  has  given  cause  for  complaint  in  the  past  has 
now  been  replaced  by  one  equipped  with  a  screen. 

Four  grit  observations  were  made  and  one  excessive  emission 
recorded.  The  plant  concerned  had  been  equipped  with  forced 
draught  and  further  modifications  are  now  to  be  made. 

During  the  year  a  neto  type  of  grit  arrestor  was  installed  at 
a  foundry  and  indications  are  that  it  is  proving  effective. 

10.  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Investigations  to  determine  the  amount  of  atmospheric  pollu¬ 
tion  have  been  continued  during  the  year  by  means  of  two  deposit 
gauges,  one  volumetric  sulphur  dioxide  recording  apparatus,  and 
five  sulphur  dioxide  recording  stations  utilising  specially  prepared 
surfaces  of  lead  peroxide  with  which  sulphurous  gases  react. 

These  investigations  were  recommenced  in  1948,  but  it  is 
perhaps  too  soon  to  draw  any  definite  conclusions  from  the  results 
obtained,  as  climatic  and  local  conditions  during  a  particular  year 
are  very  liable  to  depart  from  the  general  trend  ;  however  the 
deposit  recorded  at  the  Abattoir  appears  to  be  showing  a  reduction 
whilst  that  at  Bantock  Park  shows  an  increase. 

Despite  the  continuous  supervision  exercised  over  commercial 
premises  it  is  significant  that  no  appreciable  reductions  are  apparent 
in  the  results  obtained  ;  this  emphasizes  the  urgent  need  for  mini¬ 
mising  the  emission  of  smoke  from  the  house  chimney. 

11.  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

In  addition  to  works  of  building  construction,  etc.,  it  is 
estimated  that  there  are  973  factories  within  the  borough  ;  of  these 
897  have  mechanical  power  and  the  remaining  76  have  no  mechani¬ 
cal  power. 

During  the  year,  393  inspections  were  carried  out  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  those  parts  of  the  Factories  Acts  and  Regula¬ 
tions  for  which  the  local  authority  is  responsible.  As  a  result  of 
these  inspections  65  notices  were  served,  by  far  the  greatest  pro¬ 
portion  of  which  referred  to  sanitary  conveniences.  Of  the  103 
defects  found,  74  were  of  insufficient,  unsuitable  or  defective 
sanitary  accommodation.  Defects  remedied  during  the  year 
amounted  to  142,  of  which  too  referred  to  sanitary  accommodation. 

Details  of  inspections  made,  defects  found  and  remedied,  etc., 
are  set  out  in  the  following  tables  : — 


5i 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

No. 

on 

Register. 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prose¬ 

cutions. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 

by  local  authorities  ... 

76 

15 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  local  authority 

897 

378 

62 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

GO 

1 

Totals  ...  ...  ... 

1,033 

394 

65 

— 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


No. 

of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 

No.  of 

Referred. 

cases  in 

which 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Reme¬ 

died. 

To 

H.M. 

Inspec¬ 

tor. 

By 

H.M. 

Inspec¬ 

tor. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

insti¬ 

tuted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

1 

2 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4)  . 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient 

5 

8 

— 

4 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

tive 

65 

90 

— 

25 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

28 

40 

2 

10 

— 

(not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork) 

Totals 

103 

142 

2 

39 

— 
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Outworkers  :  Lists  of  Outworkers  received  during  1953. 


Description  of  Homework. 

No.  of  Outworkers. 

February. 

August. 

Making,  repairing  or  altering  of  wearing  apparel 

b 

12.  Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials. 

Twenty-two  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  premises 
where  the  prescribed  filling  materials  were  used  ;  nineteen  of  these 
visits  were  to  registered  premises  where  the  materials  are  used 
in  upholstering,  stuffing  or  lining  of  bedding,  toys,  baby  carriages, 
etc. 

Fifteen  samples  were  taken,  covering  as  wide  a  range  as 
possible  of  the  materials  used,  and  all  were  found  to  comply  with 
the  standards  of  cleanliness  laid  down  in  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other 
Filling  Materials  Regulations  1951. 

Of  the  sixteen  premises  registered  two  were  vacated  by  the 
original  occupiers,  and  not  subsequently  used  for  purposes  requir¬ 
ing  registration  ;  work  was  discontinued,  perhaps  temporarily,  at 
four  more  of  the  premises,  and  no  prescribed  materials  were  sub¬ 
sequently  used. 

13.  Canal  Boats. 

During  the  year,  76  inspections  were  carried  out,  as  a  result 
of  which  35  infringements  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  Canal  Boat 
Act  and  Regulations  were  found.  27  notices  were  served  and  of 
these  9  had  been  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year  ;  6  of 
the  notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1952  were  also  complied  with 
during  the  year. 

The  population  of  the  boats  inspected  amounted  to  193 
persons,  of  whom  125  were  adults  and  68  were  children. 

14.  Rodent  Control. 

During  the  year,  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  was  steadily 
pursued.  Owners  and  occupiers  of  buildings  and  land  affected  were 
co-operative  and  consequently  no  notices  were  served  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949.  The 
usual  two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers  were  carried  out. 
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SUMMARY,  1953. 


No.  of 

Total  No. 

By  Poison  Baits. 

No,  Killed  by 

Giand 

Premises 

of  Visits 

Esti- 

No.  of 

Total 

Visited. 

Paid, 

mated 

Bodies  re- 

rri 

1  raps. 

Dak. 

Ferrets, 

Account- 

1 

Kill. 

covered. 

ed  for. 

Private  Dwellings : 

Rats  Destruction  ... 

320 

1617 

931 

112 

86 

— 

84 

1101 

Mice  Destruction  .. 

234 

1030 

1829 

151 

5 

166 

— 

2000 

Local  Authority 

remises : 

Rats  Destruction  .. 

33 

438 

742 

106 

82 

1 

44 

869 

Mice  Destruction  ... 

27 

212 

527 

37 

— 

31 

— 

558 

Business  Premises: 

Rats  Destruction  ... 

64 

385 

558 

82 

10 

40 

132 

740 

Mice  Destruction  ... 

50 

246 

964 

103 

29 

— 

993 

'otals — 

Rats  Destruction  ... 

417 

2440 

2231 

300 

178 

41 

260 

2710 

Mice  Destruction  ... 

311 

1488 

3320 

291 

5 

226 

— 
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SECTION  V. 

HOUSING. 

The  increased  allocation  of  new  houses  made  available  to  the 
Health  Committee  and  mentioned  in  the  previous  annual  report 
was  continued  during  the  year,  and  these  houses  were  used  to 
reduce  the  number  of  low-standard  dwellings  within  the  borough. 

A  summary  of  the  progress  made  is  as  follows  : — 

1.  Clearance  Schemes. 

The  vacation  and  demolition  of  the  houses  remaining  in  the 
Dale  Street  Area  (No.  1  Compulsory  Purchase  Order)  continued. 

In  June,  details  of  the  occupants  of  a  further  65  houses  were 
forwarded  to  the  Housing  Manager  for  rehousing.  A  total  of  76 
houses  was  vacated  ;  this  involved  the  displacement  of  282 
persons,  and  63  houses  were  demolished. 

Negotiations  for  the  purchase  by  agreement  of  the  6  houses 
forming  the  unconfirmed  Dale  Street  Area  (No.  5  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order)  were  completed.  The  occupants  of  5  of  these 
houses  were  rehoused  and  totalled  17  persons. 

In  July,  a  report  was  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee 
giving  details  of  the  progress  made,  and  as  a  result  a  special 
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committee  formed  of  representatives  from  the  Health,  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Committees  met  in  October.  This  special  committee 
was  formed  to  enable  the  representatives  of  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Committees  to  discuss  the  problem  with  the  Health 
Committee,  and  to  offer  their  views  as  to  the  relative  priorities  in 
the  areas  proposed  for  future  clearance.  The  order  of  priority 
agreed  was  as  follows  : — 

(a)  The  clearance  of  the  houses  remaining  in  the  Dale  Street 
Area  (No.  i  Compulsory  Purchase  Order). 

(b)  The  clearance  of  ihe  houses  in  the  unconfirmed  areas  in 
the  Dale  Street  Clearance  Scheme. 

(c)  The  clearance  of  the  houses  in  the  following  proposed 
areas  : — 

1.  Grove  Street  (Heath  Town) 

2.  Charles  Street 

3.  St.  Matthew  Street 

4.  Montrose  Street 

In  consequence  the  preliminary  inspections  of  the  houses  in 
the  proposed  Grove  Street  (Heath  Town)  and  Charles  Street 
Areas  were  commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

2.  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

A  number  of  individual  unfit  houses  has  been  represented 
during  the  year.  The  priority  list  mentioned  in  previous  Annual 
Reports  has  been  kept  constantly  under  review  and  certain  pro¬ 
perties  not  previously  included  have  had  to  be  given  high  priority 
in  view  of  their  rapid  deterioration. 

A  summary  of  the  action  taken  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  and  Section  10  of  the  Local  Government 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953,  is  as  follows  : — 


Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  99 

Represented  to  Committee  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Orders  made  : — 

Housing  Act,  1936  ;  Section  11 — Demolition  ...  63 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  1953  :  Section  10  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  demolished  : — 

Housing  Act,  1936  :  Section  11  ...  ...  ...  17 

Persons  displaced  : — 

Housing  Act,  1936  :  Section  11  ...  ...  ...  60 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  1953  :  Section  10  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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SECTION  VI. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1.  Meat  Inspection. 

Public  Abattoir.  Meat  supplies  were  distributed  to  fourteen  groups 
of  butchers  covering  a  population  of  approximately  400,000.  The 
following  table  gives  details  of  the  animals  slaughtered  during  the 
year  ;  the  total  exceeds  that  for  the  year  1952  by  5,223  : — 


Cattle  (other  than  cows)  ...  ...  13,050 

Cows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,472 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17,320 

Sheep  .  67,419 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24,397 

Goats  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  91 


Total  129,749 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

1 3 , 0'5  0 

7,472 

17,320 

67,419 

24,397 

Number  inspected 

13,060 

7,472 

17,320 

67,419 

24,397 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

11 

54 

138 

115 

124 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2,545 

2,114 

56 

3,896 

669 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B. 

19.57 

29.01 

1.12 

5.94 

3.25 

T.B.  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

28 

132 

2 

1 

34 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1,577 

2,703 

5 

— 

1,227 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
T.B. 

12.22 

37.94 

0.04 

0.00 

5.12 
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Compared  with  1952  the  percentage  increase  or  decrease  in 

the  number  of  animals  showing  disease  is  : — 


Cattle. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs. 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  only 

+  3.59 

+2.39 

-12.18 

-10.68 

+  0.15 

+  0.03 

-0.89 

+  0.43 

-1.28 

Meat  and  Offals  Condemned.  The  meat  and  offals  condemned 
during  the  year  from  all  sources  amounted  to  : — 

Meat  ...  94  tons  2  cwts.  1  qr.  27  lbs. 

Offals  ...  183  ,,  1  ,,  1  ,,  3  ,, 

Total  ...  277  ,,  3  ,,  3  „  2  ,, 


This  amount  is  5  tons  16  cwts.  2  qrs.  18  lbs.  more  than  that 
recorded  last  year.  A  decrease  of  2  tons  13  cwts.  o  qrs.  11  lbs.  is 
shown  in  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  but  an  increase  of  8  tons 
9  cwts.  3  qrs.  1  lb.  is  shown  in  the  amount  of  offals  condemned. 

The  total  weight  includes  i7cwts.  1  qr.  13  lbs.  of  meat  and 
offals  condemned  from  the  Cold  Stores,  and  1  ton  17  cwts  3  qrs. 
4  lbs.  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  at  the  Public  Abattoir  but 
received  from  other  slaughterhouses,  and  farms,  etc.,  where  animals 
were  slaughtered  in  emergency.  The  total  from  other  sources 
shows  a  decrease  of  2  tons  11  cwts.  3  qrs.  20  lbs.  ;  this  decrease 
is  due  mainly  to  the  action  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  closing  an 
unauthorised  collecting  depot  situated  outside  the  borough. 
Tuberculosis  Orders  1938 — 1946.  Three  cows  were  received  for 
slaughter  under  the  provisions  of  these  Orders.  One  carcase  was 
wholly  condemned  for  advanced  tuberculosis,  and  the  other  two 
showed  evidence  of  tuberculosis  in  some  form.  One  of  the  cows 
received  for  slaughter  was  from  a  farm  situated  within  the  borough. 
Cysticercus  Bovis.  Examination  of  all  bovine  animals  wras  carried 
out  for  this  disease.  Cysts  were  located  in  36  instances  (28  bullocks 
and  heifers  and  8  cows) ;  12  heads,  21  hearts  and  3  skirtings  were 
affected,  but  no  evidence  of  the  disease  was  found  in  the  carcases 
from  which  these  offals  were  removed.  In  all  Ihe  affected  cases 
the  carcases  were  removed  to  cold  storage  and  detained  for  21  days. 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933.  50  slaughtermen’s  licences  were 
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renewed,  and  7  new  licences  were  granted.  The  application  of  one 
person  for  a  new  licence  was  refused  on  the  grounds  that  the  appli¬ 
cant  was  not  considered  to  be  “  a  fit  and  proper  person  '  ’  to  hold 
a  licence.  5  slaughtermen  are  employed  at  the  Abattoir  whose 
licences  are  issued  by  other  local  authorities. 

Transportation  of  Meat.  Inspections  of  the  vehicles  operating 
from  the  Public  Abattoir  have  been  carried  out  ;  these  have  been 
maintained  in  a  fairly  high  state  of  cleanliness  and  their  structural 
condition  is  good  for  the  type  of  vehicle  in  use. 

Improvements.  Plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  reorganisation 
of  the  pig  slaughter  hall  to  incorporate  a  de-hairing  machine. 
Memo  3 /Meat.  This  memorandum  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  February,  1953,  and  superseded  Memo  62/Foods.  It  embodies 
numerous  recommendations  of  the  Inter  Departmental  Committee 
on  meat  inspection  whose  report  was  issued  in  1950. 

No  serious  difficulties  have  been  encountered  in  implementing 
the  ante  and  post  mortem  examinations  suggested  ;  only  slight 
alterations  to  the  routine  previously  adopted  have  been  found 
necessary.  Difficulties  have  however  been  encountered  and  they 
are  as  follows  : — 

(a)  It  is  found  that  insufficient  information  as  to  the  reason 
for  slaughter  is  available  with  undressed  carcases. 

(b)  In  the  case  of  casualty  animals  the  carcase  and  organs 
are  not  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  inspection,  which 
points  to  the  fact  that  no  notification  of  slaughter  has 
been  sent  to  the  authorised  officer  of  the  authority  in 
whose  area  the  animal  has  been  slaughtered. 

(c)  No  certificates  are  received  with  pig  carcases  from  bacon 
factories  which  are  sent  to  the  Public  Abattoir  for  alloca¬ 
tion  to  butchers. 

The  installation  of  suitable  sterilising  equipment  is  being 
considered,  and  whilst  efforts  are  being  made  to  improve  the 
standard  of  cleanliness  of  knives,  wiping  cloths  and  tools,  much 
remains  to  be  achieved. 

Private  Slaughterhouse.  At  the  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the 
borough,  20,177  pigs  were  slaughtered  for  bacon  curing,  an  increase 
of  4,359  over  last  year  and  10,992  over  the  year  1951. 

1 ,576  pigs  showed  some  evidence  of  disease  and  of  these, 
1,458  (7.22%)  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  13 
tons  8cwts.  3  qrs.  22  lbs.  of  meat  and  offals  from  animals  affected 
with  tuberculosis  and  18  cwts.  o  qrs.  6  lbs.  of  meat  and  offals  from 
animals  affected  with  other  diseases  were  condemned. 
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2.  Food  Inspection. 

1,949  visits  were  paid  to  grocers'  shops,  warehouses,  the 
markets,  restaurants,  school  kitchens  and  other  food  premises  for 
the  purpose  of  food  inspection.  The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs 
found  to  be  unfit  for  food  and  subsequently  destroyed  was  10  tons 
2  cwts.  2  qrs.  5  lbs. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  in  one  instance  for  the  sale  of 
unsound  food.  Following  a  complaint  from  a  customer,  a  visit 
was  paid  to  a  shop  where  biscuits,  infested  with  moth  caterpillars, 
and  other  unsound  food  stuffs  were  found  to  be  exposed  or  deposited 
for  the  purpose  of  sale.  Nine  informations  were  laid  against  the 
owner  and  manager  of  the  shop.  A  conviction  was  recorded  in 
each  case  and  a  total  of  £62  in  fines  inflicted. 

3.  Milk  Supply. 

Close  supervision  continued  to  be  given  to  the  inspection  of 
dairies.  Routine  weekly  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
milk  samples  and  supervising  the  processing  of  milk  by  pasteurisa¬ 
tion  and  sterilisation.  At  two  large  dairies  in  the  borough  substan¬ 
tial  structural  alterations  together  with  the  installation  of  new  and 
improved  plant  have  taken  place  during  the  year.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  several  supplies  of  tuberculin-tested  milk  bottled  at  the 
farm  and  one  supply  of  accredited  milk,  all  milk  sold  within  the 
borough  is  either  pasteurised  or  sterilised. 

300  and  474  visits  were  made  to  dairies  and  milkshops 
respectively. 

Bacteriological  and  Biological  Examinations.  No  sample  of 
pasteurised  milk  or  sterilised  milk  failed  respectively  the  phos¬ 
phatase  or  turbidity  tests.  A  failure  in  either  of  these  tests  would 
indicate  either  underheating  or  other  failure  in  the  processing  of 
the  milk.  The  results  obtained  from  the  bacteriological  and  bio¬ 
logical  examinations  of  milk  samples  shown  in  the  following  table 
can  be  considered  very  satisfactory  ,and  indicate  that  the  milk 
supplies  of  the  borough  reach  a  high  standard. 

Bottle  Rinsings.  Rinsings  of  milk  bottles  prior  to  filling  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  no  case  was  an  unsatis¬ 
factory  report  received  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


REGISTRATIONS. 


Number  of  Persons  and  Firms  on  Register 
Dairies 

Bottled  Milk  Shops 

Dairies  outside  Borough  retailing  milk  within 
Retail  Purveyors 

Dealers,  Sterilisers  and  Pasteurisers 


489 


10 

470 


4 

32 

4 
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Details  of  Samples  Taken. 


Class  of  Milk. 

Sample: 

3  taken 

Appropriate  tests 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Bacterio¬ 

logical. 

Bio¬ 

logical. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

45 

_ 

Methylene  Blue 

41 

4 

(Farm  Bottled) 

Tuberculin  Tested 

— 

5 

5 

— 

(Farm  Bottled) 

Tuberculin  Tested 

192 

— 

Phosphatase 

192 

— 

(Pasteurised) 

Methylene  Blue 

190 

2 

Pasteurised 

205 

— 

Phosphatase 

205 

— 

Methylene  Blue 

202 

3 

Pasteurised 

— 

5 

5 

- - 

Sterilised 

180 

— 

Turbidity 

180 

— 

4.  Ice  Cream. 

The  year  under  review  may  he  said  to  be  one  of  progress  and 
achievement  in  that  the  bacteriological  quality  of  the  ice  cream 
examined  reached  an  exceptionally  high  standard.  Of  the  140 
samples  examined  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  provisional 
grades,  over  99%  were  reported  as  satisfactory.  Also  of  special 
interest  was  the  disappearance  of  grade  4  samples  for  the  first  time 
since  the  grading  was  introduced. 

The  following  table  shows  a  comparison  of  the  results  of  the 
samples  examined  during  the  years  1947  to  1953  inclusive.  It  will 
be  seen  that  during  this  period  the  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples 
has  shown  a  reduction  from  70%  to  .7%. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Unsatisfactory. 

No. 

% 

1947 

69 

48 

70 

1948 

108 

68 

63 

1949 

99 

31 

31 

1950 

163 

37 

23 

1951 

117 

12 

10 

1952 

141 

19 

13 

1953 

140 

1 

.7 

Thirty-seven  applications  for  the  registration  of  premises  for 
the  sale  of  prepacked  ice  cream  were  received  and  approved  making 
a  total  of  443  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year.  There  was  no 
change  in  the  number  of  registered  manufacturers  which  remains 
‘  at  16. 

Summary  of  results  of  Methylene  Blue  Test  applied  to  Ice  Cream 
Samples  during  1953,  showing  a  comparison  with  1952. 
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(a)  Ice  Cream  Manufactured  within  the  Borough. 


Year. 

Total 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken. 

PROVISIONAL  GRADE. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1953 

58 

50 

7 

1 

86.20% 

12.19% 

1.70% 

— 

1952 

76 

50 

15 

4 

7 

66% 

20% 

5% 

9% 

(b)  Ice  Cream  Manufactured  outside  the  Borough. 


Year. 

Total 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken. 

PROVISIONAL  GRADE. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

75 

7 

1953 

82 

91.50% 

8.59% 

— 

• — 

1952 

65 

46 

11 

3 

5 

70% 

17% 

5% 

8% 

Of  the  140  samples  of  ice  cream,  including  choc  bars,  examined 
only  one  was  reported  as  unsatisfactory  ;  this  was  repeated  and 
found  to  be  Grade  I. 

Chemical  Analysis.  Samples  submitted  for  analysis,  including 
choc  bars,  numbered  100  compared  with  63  for  the  previous  year. 
One  sample  was  found  to  be  2%  deficient  of  milk  solids  not  fat, 
whilst  the  fat  content  showed  more  than  three  times  the  minimum 
legal  requirement.  This  sample  was  repeated  and  reported  as 
genuine. 

Ice  Lollies.  Thirty-six  samples  of  varying  flavour  and  composition 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  compared  with  26 
for  the  previous  year. 

Plate  counts  varied  between  2  and  10,000  per  c.c.  and  faecal 
coli  were  reported  present  in  one  of  the  samples.  This  was  imme¬ 
diately  investigated.  Production,  handling  and  distribution 
methods  were  thoroughly  checked  and  the  cleansing  and  sterilisa¬ 
tion  of  the  plant  and  equipment  supervised.  Samples  of  the  raw 
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materials  used  and  of  the  mix  at  various  stages  of  the  processing 
were  taken  and  submitted  for  examination  ;  this  investigation 
revealed  several  possible  sources  of  contamination.  Improvements 
suggested  were  carried  out  without  delay  and  subsequent  samples 
examined  proved  satisfactory. 

Three  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  lollies 
only. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  notices  served,  inspections 
made  and  the  improvements  recorded  in  respect  of  premises  used 
for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  etc.  : — 


Notices  Served  (Intimation) 

16 

Notices  Complied  with  (Intimation) 

10 

Premises  removed  from  the  Register  :  — 

(a)  For  Manufacture 

■ — 

(b)  For  Sale 

30 

Inspections  of  : — 

Manufacturers'  Premises 

170 

Vendors’  Premises 

50-2 

Purveyors’  Vehicles 

66 

Total  Improvements  Recorded 

19 

5.  Synthetic  Cream. 

Fourteen  samples  of  synthetic  cream  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

6.  Cream. 

Twenty-three  samples  of  cream  were  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination. 

7.  Watercress. 

No  pathogenic  organisms  were  isolated  from  the  9  samples  of 
watercress  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

8.  Sampling. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken 
during  the  year  for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst  consisting  of  149 
formal  samples  and  141  informal  samples.  Twenty-two  samples 
(7.58%)  consisting  of  14  formal  and  8  informal  samples  were  found 
to  be  non-genuine  or  otherwise  unsatisfactory. 

Of  the  88  samples  of  milk  taken  for  analysis  15  samples- 
(17.04%)  consisting  of  twelve  formal  samples  and  three  informal 
samples  were  reported  to  be  below  the  presumptive  standards  for 
genuine  milk.  Five  samples  of  milk  taken  from  one  producer  and 
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one  sample  of  bottled  pasteurised  milk  were  found  to  contain 
extraneous  water  and  nine  samples  were  found  to  be  deficient  of 
milk  fat  varying  from  3.3%  to  15%.  It  was  not  considered  neces¬ 
sary  to  institute  proceedings  in  any  of  these  cases  and  letters  of 
warning  were  sent  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

Some  rice  sold  to  a  private  purchaser  contained  0.05%  of 
mouse  excreta.  Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  shopkeeper 
but  were  dismissed  under  a  plea  of  warranty  and  that  the  rice 
was  sold  in  the  same  state  in  which  it  had  been  received  by  the 
seller. 

A  sample  of  imported  caviar  was  found  to  contain  benzoic 
acid,  the  addition  of  which  to  caviar  is  not  permitted,  and  also 
hexamine,  the  use  of  which  is  prohibited  under  the  Preservative 
Regulations.  The  vendor  was  cautioned  and  the  article  was  with¬ 
drawn  from  sale. 

Tins  of  full  cream  sweetened  milk  and  machine  skimmed 
sweetened  milk  sampled  informally  were  found  to  be  deficient  of 
the  equivalent  pints  stated  on  the  label.  Formal  samples  submitted 
for  analysis  were  reported  to  be  genuine. 

An  informal  sample  of  thyme  was  found  to  contain  an  excessive 
amount  of  zinc  but  a  formal  sample  was  reported  to  be  genuine. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 
Summary  of  Samples  taken  during  1953. 


Article. 

Number  Examined. 

Number  Adulterated. 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Aspirin  ... 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder 

1 

1 

Beef  Suet,  Shredded 

3 

3 

Cake  Mixtures  ... 

2 

2 

Castor  Oil 

1 

1 

Caviar 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cayenne  Pepper 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Cereals 

6 

6 

Cheese 

1 

1 

Cheese  Spread  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Coffee  &  Chicory 

3 

3 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

1 

2 

Cream 

4 

6 

10 

Custard  Powder 

2 

2 

Dripping 

1 

1 

2 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

1 

Fish  Paste 

1 

1 

Flour,  Self  Raising 

4 

4 

Glace  Cherries  ... 

5 

5 

Ground  Almonds 

3 

3 

Honey 

1 

1 

Jam  . 

11 

11 

Jelly  . 

8 

8 

Lemon  Curd 

6 

6 

Marmalade 

1 

1 

Meat  Paste 

1 

3 

4 

Meringue  Powder 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Milk  . 

77 

11 

88 

12 

3 

15 

Milk,  “Appeal  to  Cow  ” 

12 

12 

Milk,  F.C.  Condensed  ... 

3 

3 

Milk,  M.S.  Condensed  ... 

2 

2 

Milk,  Evaporated 

1 

1 

Mincemeat 

1 

1 

2 

Miscellaneous  Foods 

22 

22 

• 

Mustard  Compound 

2 

2 

Olive  Oil 

3 

3 

Pepper  Compound 

2 

2 

Pepper,  White  ... 

2 

2 

Rice 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Rum 

2 

o 

Sauce 

5 

6 

Sausage  ... 

26 

26 

Spices  . 

10 

10 

Tea 

1 

1 

Thvme 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Whisky  ... 

12 

19 

Wine,  Non-Alcoholic 

4 

A 

Totals 

141 

149 

290 

14 

8 

22 
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9.  Catering  Establishments. 

Regular1  routine  visits  totalling  558  were  paid  to  hotels, 
restaurants,  snack  bars  and  school  kitchens  during  the  year.  41 
informal  notices  were  served,  37  were  complied  with  and  157 
improvements  recorded. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  involving  these  premises  was  reported 
during  the  year. 

Regular  swabbing  of  cutlery  was  carried  out  during  the  year 
and  the  swabs  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination.  In  no  instance  was  B.  Coli  found  and 
no  unsatisfactory  report  was  received  upon  any  of  the  tests  taken. 

Three  new  premises  were  opened  during  the  year  and  5  existing 
premises  were  closed  down. 

10.  Provision  Shops,  Warehouses  and  other  Shop  Premises. 

336  inspections  of  provision  shops  and  warehouses  and  912 
inspections  of  other  shop  premises  were  made. 

78  informal  notices  were  served,  79  complied  with  and  a  total 
of  98  improvements  recorded. 

11.  Wet  Fish  Shops. 

During  the  year  266  routine  visits  were  made  to  this  class  of 
premises  in  addition  to  those  made  in  connection  with  the  sampling 
of  shell  fish.  A  feature  of  the  improvements  recorded  was  the 
provision  of  more  enclosed  or  partly  enclosed  glass  counters  and 
the  installation  of  cold  storage  equipment  for  fish  and  other 
foodstuffs. 

12.  Shell  Fish. 

Twelve  samples  of  mussels  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  ;  all  were  reported  as  satisfactory.  This  shows  a 
marked  improvement  compared  with  the  previous  year  when  40 
samples  were  examined  and  18%  were  found  unsatisfactory. 

13.  Fish  and  Chip  Shops. 

The  number  of  routine  visits  made  during  the  year  was  446. 
Improvements  recorded  mostly  as  a  result  of  notices  served  included 
new  flooring,  tiling  of  wall  surfaces,  provision  of  additional  sinks 
and  replacing  of  old  and  worn  equipment.  Wooden  tubs  and 
galvanised  bins  used  for  the  storage  of  prepared  potatoes  were 
replaced  with  aluminium  alloy  containers  designed  specially  for 
this  purpose. 

14.  Mobile  Fish  and  Chip  Shops. 

During  the  year  regular  inspections  were  made  of  the  mobile 
shop  operating  within,  the  borough.  Improvements  to  the  food 
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preparation  room  used  m  connection  with  this  business  include  the 
installation  of  a  new  glazed  stoneware  sink  and  the  provision  of  a 
constant  hot  water  supply. 

15.  Registration  of  Butchers'  Shops  and  Premises  where 

Preserved  Food,  etc.,  is  Prepared  or  Manufactured. 

The  total  number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  under 
Section  67  of  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act,  1936,  increased 
by  5  from  the  previous  year  and  totalled  175. 

Routine  inspections,  excluding  revisits  made  as  a  result  of 
notices  served,  numbered  814.  44  informal  notices  were  served, 
45  were  complied  with,  resulting  in  107  improvements. 

Following  representations  to  the  Markets  Department  improve¬ 
ments  were  made  during  the  year  to  the  butchers'  stalls  in  the 
Retail  Market  Hall.  The  existing  wooden  counters  which  were 
in  poor  condition  were  replaced  by  terrazzo  slabs,  the  floors  were 
repaired,  top  coverings  were  provided  to  all  stalls  to  prevent  dust 
falling  from  the  main  roof  members  on  to  the  meat  displayed 
for  sale,  properly  covered  refuse  receptacles  were  provided  to  each 
stall  and  in  all  instances  the  stalls  were  redecorated.  A  hot  water 
point  and  washing  facilities  were  provided  in  a  separate  cubicle 
adjoining  the  butchery  area  and  a  constant  supply  of  boiling  water 
is  now  maintained  at  all  times. 

Nine  applications  were  received  in  accordance  with  Section  14 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  registration  of  premises 
where  preserved  food,  etc.,  is  prepared  or  manufactured  ;  the 
applications  were  in  order  and  the  premises  registered.  A  total 
of  57  premises  was  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  290 
inspections  were  made,  11  informal  notices  served  and  4  were 
complied  with.  A  total  of  20  improvements  was  recorded. 

16.  Licensed  Premises. 

A  total  of  750  visits  was  made  during  the  year,  and  in  con¬ 
sequence  89  informal  notices  were  served  requesting  the  execution 
of  repairs.  91  notices  were  complied  with  and  226  improvements 
recorded. 

Routine  swabbing  of  beer  glasses  continued  but  the  results 
obtained  were  less  encouraging  than  in  the  previous  year  ;  22  of  the 
183  swabs  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Details  of  the  unsatisfactory 
results  were  as  follows  : — 
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B.  Coli  (Faecal  type)  with  plate  count  of  over 

100  colonies  per  utensil  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

B.  Coli  (Non-faecal  type)  with  plate  count  of  over 

100  colonies  per  utensil  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

B.  Coli  (Non-faecal  type)  with  plate  count  of  under 

100  colonies  per  utensil  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plate  count  of  over  100  colonies  per  utensil  ...  ...  5 


Repeat  swabs  from  these  sources  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Generally  speaking  the  licensed  premises  are  all  well  maintained 
in  relation  to  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Food  and  Drugs 
and  Public  Health  Acts.  All  on-licence  premises  are  now  provided 
with  running  hot  water  over  properly  drained  bar  wash-ups,  and 
separate  lavatory  accommodaticti  for  each  sex  is  provided.  The 
only  drainage  system  from  licensed  premises  discharging  into  a 
cesspool  was  reconstructed  during  the  year  and  made  to  discharge 
into  a  new  public  sewer. 

17.  Bakehouses. 

The  past  year  showed  a  further  reduction  in  the  number  of 
bakehouses  ;  6  were  closed,  including  one  large  modern  bakery 
established  only  two  years  previously,  and  there  now  remain  37 
operating  within  the  borough. 

A  total  of  249  inspections  was  made  and  in  consequence  21 
informal  notices  were  served.  13  notices  were  complied  with  during 
the  year  and  32  improvements  recorded  ;  these  included  general 
repairs  and  redecoration  of  premises,  provision  of  additional  toilet 
facilities  and  the  replacement  of  worn  out  items  of  equipment  and 
utensils. 

Two  complaints  of  extraneous  matter  found  in  bread  were 
received  and  investigated.  Warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  owners 
concerned. 
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